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From the Managing Editor 


I am in the fortunate position of 
being able (but also forced) to hold 
over some articles until the next is- 
sue. 

I have another article by A.W. 
MacDonald, and because of difficul- 
ties with photographs, I am also hold- 
ing over two articles by Steve Malone. | 

It is interesting but the most sup- 
port I have been receiving in the way 
of general articles has been from 
Queensland. Is it the lifestyle that 
allows more time for writing? 

In Geoff Brown’s short article on 
timetable operation, he asked me to 
include a sample driver’s sheet. 
Rather than this, when I get time, I 
may prepare an article on using a 
spreadsheet for timetable prepara- 
tion if anyone is interested. This will 
not be a blow by blow description but 
rather an outline of the principles of 
using a computer and the way I have 
laid out the spreadsheet, and the 
functions of the spreadsheet macros. 


Roger Lloyd 
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Editorial Deadlines 


The deadlines for the next issue 
will be 15th June for hand written 
articles, 25th April for neatly typed 
articles and State News, lst July for 
articles on floppy disk (IBM format 
either 3% or 54) and 12th July for 
addresses and envelopes. Collating 
and posting is expected on 18th July. 


Notice 


This publication accepts no re- 
sponsibility for the accuracy or 
reliability of articles or advertis- 
ing published herein, statements 
made or opinions expressed in 
papers or discussions, nor do we 
necessarily subscribe to the 
views expressed or implied by 
contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee im- 
plied or expressed as to the good 
conduct or practice of advertis- 
ers herein. This publication re- 
serves, at all times, the right to 
refuse acceptance of any matter 
considered unsuitable for publi- 
cation. 


On the Cover 


The Perry locomotives were the 
only Australian designed and:built in- 
dustrial locos used in Australia in any 
numbers. Perry of South Australia 
started building Industrial steam lo- 
cos in 1922 with several 0-4-0T 36° 
gauge locos for building the Hume 
Weir. From 1934 to 1951 all steam 
locos built by Perry were 2’ gauge of 
0-4-2T and 0-6-2T wheel arrange- 
ments, following on from the earlier 
0-4-0 design except the wheels were 
inside the frames. Many of the indus- 
trial Perry locos have been preserved. 
This photo by John Elsol in 1972 
shows the 0-6-2T Perry at Marian 
Sugar Mill near Mackay, Queensland. 
Built in 1949, it worked until the mid 
1970s when a local cane farmer got 
it for a tourist railway which didnt 
happen. We believe recently this loco 
was sold to tourist railway interests 
in Murwillumbah, northern New 
South Wales. Models of this type of 
loco can be made in 0-16.5 (7mm) 
scale using a Lima BR 00 scale 08 
diesel shunter mechanism as a base. 
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Secretary’s Desk. 


AMRA membership looks to be 
heading towards a new high this year. 
Already we have 1070 members on our 
membership lists. This has been keep- 
ing Norm Read very busy lately, pho- 
tocopying some of the materials that 
needed to be sent out to the new mem- 
bers. 

Just because we have more mem- 
bers now than ever before doesn’t mean 
that we can sit back and relax. It is not 
too early to start thinking about re- 
newal time in September. How many 
of the new members will renew at that 
time? It is one thing to get the new 
members in, yet another thing to be 
able to get them to stay. Regular branch 
goers, how are you treating the new- 
comers? Do you make them feel wel- 
come. Do you give them a sense of be- 
longing and encourage them to partici- 
pate in branch activities. 

There is one way in which members 
who don't regularly attend branch 
meetings can contribute to helping to 
retain the new members and that is 
through the Journal. If you think that 
you might have some helpful advice for 
the newcomer, don’t just think about 
it, Write about it and send it in to Jour- 
nal. | am sure that many of the new- 
comers might find some of this type of 
information to be just what they are 
looking for. And just because you're a 
regular branch goer doesn’t mean that 
you can't contribute in this way too. 


Norm Read 
nformation and Directory of Office Holders - AMRA 
ederal Committee 
ederal President Brian Tyson 22 Tobruk Avenue Carlingford NSW 02 872 3512 
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It is one thing to get new members 
in, quite another to get them to stay. 
Let us do everything that we can to 
encourage the new members, give them 
a sense of belonging to a worthwhile 
organisation that is worth a great deal 
more than the small.membership fees. 
If we can do this then we might really 
start to grow next year. 

Stephen Chapman 


Registrars Report 


There was no report last issue, be- 
cause sometimes I think that certain 
items are not read by the persons they 
are aimed at. 

In all manner of forms in business 
areas one 1s asked to read the fine 
print, well none of our forms have fine 
print, but many members do not read 
them in any case. Why do I keep harp- 
ing on this matter, because if 

Application Forms and also renew- 
als were filled in as required it would 
save me a lot of time. I now have street 
directories for the Capital cities of our 
Branches and can track down ad- 
dresses and post codes when the de- 
tails are hard to decipher and correct 
post codes are needed these days as the 
mail is sorted according to post codes 
and delays in delivery happen if they 
are wrong. 

Our membership has reached 1070 
and since end of August 93 have re- 
ceived 77 address changes and not al- 
ways first hand. “ 


At the rate time is flying, it will be 
renewal time before long and even 
though the forms are placed in two con- 
secutive issues we always have a few 
who claim they never receive one, also 
the ones that cut them down in size. I 
hope if I keep plugging away at these 
points, some day they will sink in, or 
is it just wishful thinking, human na- 
ture being what it is. 

The Victorian Branch gained 23 
new members from their recent exhi- 
bition, it is hoped they will find the 
Association has something to offer and 
will continue their membership for a 
further period. I think that sometimes 
people get carried away with all the 
activity at exhibitions and assume that 
it is the way things will happen at the 
club rooms and loose interest when 
they find that just running trains is not 
the sole occupation at meetings, but so 
few ever give reasons for not renewing 
when the time comes, that one can only 
make assumptions. 

When I think of the vast amount of 
Initial Literature I have printed and 
sent out to new members over the years 
I wonder at times when putting the 
envelopes into the letter box, is it a 
bottomless pit, so seldom is there any 
feedback 

The Editor tells me he has in no 
way been swamped with those forms 
asking for any bright ideas or where to 
obtain some handy piece of equipment, 


case 


-_ 
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Have You seen ?iLetter 


ees ’Model Railways’ 

(see BRITISH MODELLING 
MAGAZINES item in the Western 
Australian News) 
ae "Railway Modeller’ March | 

Railway of the Month is Dale, a 7 
mm scale country terminus set in the 


Midland Railways Edwardian hey- | 


day. An introduction to narrow gauge 
modelling in 1:34 scale, on 16.5 mm 
gauge track, scratchbuilding locos 
and rolling stock. A scratchbuilt 
country station building described. 
The Witney Railway, a small ’preser- 
vation layout. Shonewood, an LNER 
period exhibition layout in 4 mm 
scale. Scale Drawings for LNER 
Peppercorn’ Class A2 4-6-2, includes 


_ photographs and prototype informa- 


tion. Constructing an unusual pro- 
totype, the ’structure gauging train’, 
includes prototype photographs and 
drawings, etc. Plan of the Month is 
Fort William, a terminus station in 
the West Highlands of Scotland. 
Midford, S&D, part 2, scenery, build- 
ings, operation. Student Modeller 
describes Argyle Road, an 00 gauge 
exhibition layout based on two civil 


engineering yards in Glasgow. Lat- 


est Reviews looks at Townstreet’s sta- 
tion building; new items from Green 
Scene; B&B couplers for 7 mm scale 
(very interesting, worth a second 
look, also available in 2 mm, 3 mm 
and 4 mm scales). News Special 
looks at Taylor Plastic Models pro- 
duction programme for ’N’ scale kits 
and accessories; Bachmann’s release 
programme; Tramalan’s latest tram 
kit. 
... Model Railway Journal’ No 69 
Small Suppliers Forum looks at 
Brassmasters release of a kit for a 
long firebox variant of the LMS ’Ju- 


_ bilee’ in 4mm scale plus various suit- 


able tenders; MJT Scale Components 
etched sides for LNER Gresley 61’6" 
full third to Dia. 115 in 4 mm scale 
plus matching underframe parts; 
S&D Models range of 7 mm scale 
products; Pemberton Models 10 mm 
scale live steamers; Tufloc Industrial 
Products range of Cyanoacrylate ad- 
hesives; Fox Transfers new address; 
London Road Models latest releases 
includes a Midland 115 class 4-2-2 
Spinner’ in 4 mm scale; Ultrascale 
final drive and bushes to convert the 
RG4 gearbox to 2mm axles. Tonevale 


is Jim Savage’s very large (42’x24’) 4 


mm scale EM gauge layout based on 
the Taunton area of Somerset. 
Martyn Welch continues: his wagon 
load series - coal. An unusual model, 
Bliss’s Tweed Mill, beautifully mod- 
elled. The MRJ Scratchbuilding 
project continues - making and fitting 
the detail parts. Wedmore, a little 


known Somerset a ent branch 


modelled in 7 mm scale. 
... Model Railway Journal’ No 70 
Small Supplies Forum looks at pre- 
cision American rail-cutting shears 
distributed by HobbyCo, (they do sev- 
eral other interesting tools, their ad 
is on back page); Andrew Cox etches 
for 2 mm scale SECR locos and stock; 
JA Crew 80 page catalogue of tools, 
components and materials; Corgi 
range of 4 mm scale die-cast period 
buses; Great Western Wagons latest 
releases; CGW Nameplates 4 mm 
scale field fencing in etched brass; 
Comet Models latest releases; Shire 


Scenes and Dart Castings future; 


Chivers Finelines 4 mm scale LNER 
Q6 0-8-0 kit, plus details of photo- 
graph cataloguing software from 


PhotoCAT (I would suggest any group. 


having a photographic archive should 
investigate this). Walford Town, a 4 
mm scale EM gauge modern image BR 
layout set in the East End of London. 
MRJ mourns the loss of Tony Smith, 
their former photographer, etc, etc, 
with illustrations of some of his work. 
Constructing and fitting a P4 chassis 
to the Dapol/Mainline GWR 56xx 
body. Layout design looks at Wells- 
next-the-sea. The MRJ 
scratchbuilding project answers some 
readers questions, etc, and then gets 
into painting the model. How to use 
Microscale Kristal Kleer glazing so- 
lution. Refining the Vulcan Models 7 
mm scale kit for GWR 57xx 0-6-0PT. 
Wagon loads No 6 looks at the carriage 
of loose floor boards and timber 
beams, how they were loaded and se- 
cured. 

FORTHCOMING RELEASES 

Modellers of Australian prototypes 
may be interested in an item titled 
’Chivers revived’ which appears in the 
News Special section on page 93 of the 
February issue of Railway Modeller 
magazine. 

Chivers Finelines have released 
brief details of their intended kit pro- 
duction programme, included is "A 
Range of Australian Prototypes in a 
Variety of Scales and Gauges’. 

The intended range also includes 
LNER, SR, LSWR, Narrow Gauge in 
4mm and 7 mm scales, plus a variety 
of (other) overseas narrow gauge pro- 
totypes. 

‘Specifications of the advanced new 


kits are given in the Chivers New | 


Edition Catalogue which can be ob- 
tained by sending five first class 
stamps (suggest substituting three 
International Reply Coupons for the 
stamps) to Chivers Finelines, 49 St 
Christine’s Avenue, Leyland, Preston, 
Lancs PR5 2YS, Great Britain’. 

Ted Thoday 


Dear Sir, 

I am the research manager for Red 
Bear Tours, which specialises in Russian 
train travel programs, and I have a great 
interest in railways, coming from a rail- 
way family and having worked for V/Line. 

Late last year, I took an exploratory 


group along the BAM Siberian railway. In 


the late 1930’s, Stalin started work on this 
secret 3150km railway which runs 
1000km north of and parallel with the fa- 
mous Trans-Siberian railway across east- 
ern Siberia. While the railway was opened 
to sporadic services in 1989, it has been 
virtually closed to foreigners until recently. 
The BAM stretches from Lake Baikal in 
the west to the Amur River in the east 
and then to the Pacific Ocean. It is argu- 
ably one.of the greatest engineering feats 
of this century. The single track railway 
travels 2700km through unpopulated Si- 
beria, across permafrost tundra, through 
mountains and over massive rivers. It con- 
tains over 2000 bridges and the longest 
tunnel is 15.5km long. Very little was 
known about the line until recently, and 
even Lonely Planet’s 1991 USSR Travel 
Survival Kit devotes only a few para- 
graphs to it. | 

In 1994, Red Bear Tours will be organ- 
ising several BAM tours and highhghts 
include exploring Siberian cities previ- 
ously closed to foreigners, visiting Gulags 
and an indigenous people’s village, walk- 
ing around the pristine northern end of 
Lake Baikal, and travelling down the en- 
tire length of the Lake Baikal by hydro- 
foil. 

I am also currently finishing a guide- 
book to the BAM which has a particular 
emphasis on the history and operations 
of Siberian railways. 

In addition, Red Bear Tours offers a 
number of Trans-Siberian and Trans-Mon- 
golian packages and organises special rail 
itineraries. For example, over Christmas, 
we organised a unique tour for a Mel- 
bourne rail enthusiast, which started in 
China, passed through North Korea to 
Vladivostok, then along the Trans-Sibe- 
rian to Moscow. (This traveller is writing 
an article on his experiences which will 
appear in the next Red Bear Tours’ news- 
letter). 

As well as organising travel programs 
for rail enthusiasts, we organise rail in- 
frastructure tours of the three railways 
in the Russian Far East for Australian rail 
industry and resource developers. 

Following interest from Australian rail 
collectors, Red Bear Tours offer a number 
of railway collectables, including a BAM 
T-shirt, and I have included information 
on these. 

If your members find this information 
interesting, I would be pleased to present 
a slide talk on Russian railway travel at 
one of you club meetings. I travel the coun- 
try quite frequently and if you would like 
to contact me, we could plan a date for it. 

Athol Yates 


Research Manager 
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Fun With Relays 


I finished Part 3 with a bit of a chal- 
lenge - “draw the lights circuits for sig- 
nal No 1”. The answer is in FIGURE 2 
on the next page. 

With points 1 normal, 1P2 keeps 
the lower red light on, regardless of 
other relay positions. 

When relays S1 and S2 operate, they 
light the upper yellow and green lights 
respectively, in the standard manner. 

With points 1 reversed (relay 1P 
operated) we now have quite a differ- 
ent scene. 


Part 4 Interlocking 


by Allan Dowel 


When S1 operates, contacts S1/1l 
will change the top lights from red to 
yellow. Contacts S1/2 will have no ef- 
fect because both of its outputs go to 
the lower red light. Thus we have 
NORMAL SPEED WARNING - yellow 
over red. : 

When the next signal ahead (S2) is 
operated, then contacts S2/4 change the 


bottom lights from red to green - RE- 
DUCE TO MEDIUM SPEED - yellow 
over green. | 

Notice the use of K changeover 
springsets for S1/2, S2/3 and 1P2. 

S1/2 prevents the flickering of the 
lower red lamp when S1 is operated 
with points 1 reversed. 

S2/3 prevent the flickering of the 
upper yellow lamp when S2 operates 
with points 1 reversed. 1P2 prevents 
the flickering of the lower red lamp 


when points P1 are moved. 


| O-} \+ 
1 +O 2KO BHO 5 et 
OT Oe STATION. |] O12 ON 
— 5\+-—O 
TRIP Ka | 
LAYOUT 


| 

CONTROL 
PANEL | 
| 


ER he AL PE IT, LR 


$13/6 


Eee 


IZV. 


Figure 1 


Figure 2 


This is quite a pretty signal to watch 
and is a good example of what a few 
relays can do. You will find this signal 
in advance of many stations and junc- 
tions. 

Interlocking 

What we have shown up to date is 
the interlocking of signal lamps to the 
points ahead. Now, we will deal with 
the interlocking of signals against op- 
posing signals. We will deal only with 
signal No 1, as we have already used 
this signal above. It is probably as com- 
plex as you would expect in most lay- 
outs. 

This interlocking is achieved by 
switching off the 12V power to the S1 


LAYOUT 


relay when conflicting signals and 
points are operated. 

Refer to both the track diagram and 
the Sl relay coil circuit of FIGURE 1 
on the previous page. 

Obviously, if signal S15 was off, you 
must not be able to pull signal S1 off, 
so firstly, we have a B contact set of 
S15 in the S1 coil circuit. 

Then, the next opposing signal will 
depend on the position of points P1, 
hence contact unit 1P5. : 

Then under 1P5, we have contact 
sets of the offspring signals S13 and 
S14, followed by resistor R2 and 12V 
power. 

So you can see that signal relay S1 
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will not operate unless: 
a) signalSl5ison; and 

| b) signal S13 orS14is on(de- 
pending on the position of points 


1) 

You will notice that in this cr- 
cuit, we have added a red signal 
button, just in case the si 
needs to put: the signal back to 
“on” himself. 

More Interlocking? 

I have not shown the inter- 
locking circuits of signals 2-15 at 
this station, because they would 
fill an issue of Journal! However, 
most are simpler than for signal 
No 1, so you can have fun work- 

ing these out yourself. 
| If you need help, simply write 
to me, enclosing a stamped and 
self addressed business sized envelope 
as below: 


Mr A Dowel 
4/72 Whitmuir Road 
McKinnon Vic 3204 


You can, of course, go further with 
interlocking, but this gets a bit com- 
plicated, as it involves track circuits 
and point release timers, point locking 
bars, etc. Even the big railways don’t 
get that involved in low risk areas. 

So, if signalling and interlocking 
take your fancy, have a go. All of the 
bits and pieces are readily available - 
all it needs is a bit of brain power! 

In the next article, we will look at 
how relays can make your track power 
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Go West, Young Man 


Mid winter of 1953, with an unex- 
pected transfer suddenly upon me, eve- 
rything hurriedly organised for a quick 
departure from Bundaberg, I was 
handed my railpass and orders to go to 
Longreach. My belongings were in a 
wagon so fast I hardly had time to re- 
alise what was happening and we were 
on the way west. Of the ten or twelve 
cleaners in Bundaberg who were nomi- 
nated for classification to Fireman’ in 
the Weekly Notice with a transfer in- 
volved, I was the first to go. 

Of course, the roads being as they 
were back in those days, travel from 
Rockhampton to the central west of 
Queensland was predominantly by 
train for anyone travelling west of 
Emerald. From Rockhampton, the cor- 
rugated gravel road had been named 
the ’"Gogangs Highway’ by someone who 
had a sadly distorted sense of humour. 
The only short section of bitumen be- 
ing for a few miles out of Rockhampton 
and about the same on the approach to 
Emerald. Further west to Alpha, bit 
by bit, things got worse. Creek and 
gully crossings were filled with big 
rocks, so the crossings would not wash 
out in heavy rain. 

Common for cars to have sumps, 
gearboxes and diffs ground on these big 
rocks. Beyond Alpha the road gradu- 
ally petered out, till on which part of 
Queensland was commonly known as 
Porcupine Flats, for mile after mile only 
two wheel ruts existed through sparse 
bush and grass to match. A coarse 
sandy type of soil, from which even the 
goannas had migrated in search of 
something better. 

These conditions applied well into 
the vicinity of Barcaldine, from which 
point a graded dirt road led to 
Ilfracombe to Longreach and beyond to 
Winton, all of it parallel to the railway 
line and only a matter of twenty or 
thirty yards apart. So, small wonder 
most people travelled by train; the 
twice weekly airconditioned 
’*Midlander’ being the means. The trip 
from Rockhampton for the 400 miles 
to Longreach took something like 20 
hours; most of it overnight. The towns 
that saw the ’Middy’ come and go in 
daylight, seemed to almost regard it as 
a social event, though the crowds on 
the station platforms were probably 
due to lots of people greeting or 
farewelling travellers. 

On arrival in Longreach, I, along 
with my wife and two small boys went 
straight across the roads from the sta- 
tion to the Railway Hotel, where for the 
next three weeks we were on expense- 
paid accommodation, while trying to 
find more permanent lodgings. I was 
rostered on workings immediately, ei- 
ther to Winton and return, or to 
Barcaldine and back. I had little op- 


by A W MacDonald 


portunity to hunt for accommodation, 
so with time on her hands, it was left 
to my wife to conduct an almost door- 
to-door search or follow up any possi- 
ble lead. The situation was impossi- 
ble, so at the end of the three weeks, 
Mum and the kids headed for Brisbane; 
one boy being in his first school year. I 
moved into the railway quarters, at 
first sharing a room with an Examiner, 
temporarily out from Rockhampton. 
After his return to Rocky, I shared with 
a newly-arrived Fireman in a situation 
similar to mine. The quarters housed 
a Driver, three Firemen, one each of a 
Guard, a Clerk, and a Porter. One room 
was kept spare for the use of 
Barcaldine crews who worked some 
trains to Longreach. Despite several 
men living in the quarters, we did not 
see a great deal of each other, as most 
of the working had the loco men head- 
ing to either Winton or ’Barky’. 
Bundaberg Loco Crews worked as 
pairs for one week at a time only, which 
meant that a Driver and a Fireman 
worked a week together once in a year 
or so. In Longreach, loco crews were 
paired together on a permanent basis 
for each of the eleven crews they 
worked together except when the sys- 
tem was upset by something of a tem- 


porary nature, such as a’sickie’ or an- 


nual leave. I was teamed up with a 
fellow of about my age; he having spent 
all his working life in the railway and 
who was classed to Longreach as a 
Driver, arriving in Longreach a few 
weeks ahead of myself. 

My first rostered job had me Winton 
bound, on duty about 8 pm. After leav- 
ing ’Loco’, if it could be called that - 
Loco’ consisted of an engine shed be- 
hind the quarters, a small ramp which 
held a wagon of coal, the ramp a few 
feet above ground level to make it 
easier for the fellow who spent his 
working day shovelling coal onto. a C16 
or C17 tender - we moved across. the 
level-crossing into the station yard 
where we did a couple of hours shunt- 
ing before being sent for right away’. 
We topped up the tender with water 
while the Guard got details of our train. 
He came alongside when we were ready 
to go, gave us the length and weight, 
remarking that we were four tons over 
the load - what should he do? The train 
was ready and made up to go. My mate 
suggested he should let the water out 
of the water gin. Rumble’ thought that 
was a good idea and I think would have 
done so if my mate hadn’t stopped him 
by saying You've added up the weight 
wrongly, haven’t you?’ The Guard 
caught on, so away we went. Lesson 
number 1 - Rafferty’s Rules are in op- 
eration. 


The night was very dark, but look 
at those stars! No reflected light to dim 
them like in the big cities. As we 
headed over the level-crossing and 
around a gentle curve, my mate started 
to fill in the details. A few miles out 
we will top up with water at the 
Thompson River, then no more water 
for a hundred miles till we reach 
Winton. The road is dead straight for 
the same distance. He names the sta- 
tions ahead where we will have to 
change the staff and other details as 
we encounter them. ’Shut-offs’ are few 
and far between and he tells me how 
to locate them (Shut-offs are where 
trains will run using momentum and 
no steam). One shut-off beyond 
Rimbanda will be located by a big lurch 
as the engine goes though a ’hole’. 
Oops, that’s it’? says my mate as he 
closes the regulator and drops the sec- 
tor lever out as far as it will go. Only a 
short shut-off, but as it is a welcome 
opportunity to get the boiler water level 
up a bit. That hole was the one that 
some weeks later threw Bridge Inspec- 
tor, Merv Bunting, back into the ten- 
der when he was riding on the engine 
with us, standing on the flap, when we 
encountered the hole. Soon after that 
incident the fettlers caught up with it 
and we lost the means of identifying a 
shut-off point. Not that it mattered 
very much, since in the meantime a big 
grey roo had failed to clear the top 
strand of wire in the fence, and as was 
fairly common, got its legs tangled be- 
tween the top and the next wire down 
and had met a slow death, unable to 
free itself. What a way to locate a shut- 
off! 

Many miles further on, as we stop 
to change the staff at the last station 
before Winton, my mate says ’this is 
Chorregon, mac, the top of the world 
and there’s the lights of Winton.’ Just 
on dawn and they were on a lower level 
to that of ours at the time, but he didn’t 
tell me those lights were still 40 miles 
away. The "Top of the World’ I found 
out later when I got to see the country- 
side in daylight, was so named because 


the approach to Chorregon from either 


direction,.was similar. Mile after mile 
looking ahead the track could be seen 
every so often to take a slight step up, 
with Chorregon perched on top of the 
highest step. 

Winton was another typical western 
town well known as the home of Aus- 
tralia’s unofficial national anthem - 
"Waltzing Matilda’ - and also as the 
starting point in our early days of avia- 
tion as the original home of QANTAS, 
amongst other things. The town, not 
as big as Longreach, back in the 50s 
was famed for its North Gregory Ho- 
tel. A really top class hotel, well known 
for the stockyard mural on the walls of 


the bar. The town was the meeting 
point of the railway through the cen- 
tral west on which I worked on the 
"Midlander’ with a C17, and other 
trains with a C16 or C17, and the 
branch out of Hughenden in the north- 
west, all trains on that stretch of rail 
being hauled by PB15s. 

On the return journey of my first 
job to Winton, when we were about to 
depart for Longreach, our Guard was 
a young fellow of about 30 years. He 
asked me if I had matches. I said I 
did. He offered me his handlamp and 
said ‘light it up when it gets dark. I'll 
see you in Longreach. Give us right 
away when you are in the van’. So I 
did as he instructed: it seemed quite 
obvious he was going to travel on the 
engine. To ’fire’ or drive’ - who knows, 
which proved that Rafferty’s Rules was 
a fact of life. This sort of behaviour 
occurred on numerous occasions while 
in the west, where it was common for 
one of the loco crew to have a tempo- 
rary change of classification and travel 
as Guard, not only on the Winton end 
of 110 miles, but also on the 70 miles 
on the Barcaldine end. With nothing 
between Winton and Longreach, apart 
from about six houses, a General Store 
at Morella and four small buildings 
which served as Stations, doing nil but 
marking a spot on the map and where 
crews changed the staff. There was 
even less on the Barcaldine end, apart 
from the town of Ilfracombe, all added 
up to a fairly monotonous job for 
Guards, with the result that they 
(apart from a couple of the older fel- 
lows near retiring age) appreciated the 
break on the engine with a bit of com- 
pany and away from getting a bit of a 
rough time in the van, brought about 
by strong surges in the train as it ne- 
gotiated the ups and downs of the 
track. After getting settled in later at 
Woolloongabba Loco, I found it to be 
fairly common on goods trains to and 
from the South Coast and Tweed, and 
on stock trains to Beau Desert, for the 
Guard to take over from the Driver or 
Fireman for part of the shift. 

It was only a matter of a few days 
after arriving in Longreach that I 
started to hear some stories which, for 
a start, I found hard to believe. In par- 
ticular, about the local radio station 
giving news of railway matters over the 
air, of times and details of matters ap- 
pertaining to the "Midlander’, followed 
by the statement that the information 
had been given by courtesy of Queens- 
land’s youngest Station Master ’No 
Name’ (for the purpose of this story). 
This service was regularly broadcast on 
4LG. On one occasion, the information 
given detailed how late the Middy was 
at Barcaldine, but would be on time in 
Longreach as the ’Flying Flea’ is driv- 
ing. 

The Flying Flea was the nickname 
given to one driver who was getting 
retiring age; the name I surmise was 
earned from the way he moved about. 


He wasn’t a big man, but he did every- 
thing at the double, hopping about like 
a flea. I worked with him on a few oc- 
casions and soon found out where the 
Flying’ fitted in - he sure liked to travel 
fast! His son was one of the young 
Guards who liked to have a go on the 
loco from time to time and they were 
both good blokes to work with. After 
retiring, the Flea spent about 20 years 
in retirement in Brisbane where some 
years ago he was beaten to death by a 
young fellow intent on robbing his 
home; such fellow only being caught 
several years after the crime. 

The nicknames given to the fellows 
in Longreach were all answered to. 
Jumbo, Banger, Boredrain and others 
were all descriptive. The youngest Sta- 
tion Master, I soon found out, was re- 
ality. His father was the Station Mas- 
ter and at the age of about 12 years, 
when he wasn’t at school, was the per- 
son loco crews went to when they 
wanted meal allowances or detention 
money, or enquiries about the rostered 
workings - the roster being phoned 
through daily from Alpha. This lad 
eventually rose to a high position in QR, 
while for some time | came in contact 
with his father, who after Longreach, 
was a Traffic Inspector in Brisbane up 
until the time of his retirement. 

Another fact which I found to be 
strange at first, was "Old Mick’. The 
engine shed rarely housed an engine, 
with the workbench along the back wall 
seldom used as such. So what better 
place for someone to live on. Mick 
made it his home. He was the unoffi- 
cial keeper of the fire in the kitchen 
stove in quarters, 
tending it from time 
to time when there 
was no one else to do 
it. He often used the 
axe at the woodheap 
when there was a 
supply of wood on 
hand to be chopped 
and carried it into 
the kitchen. He 
cooked up occasion- 
ally and used the hot 
water off the stove 
when he needed it. 
He must have been 
about 70 years old, 
and despite living on 
a disused bench in a 
seldom used engine 
shed, was usually | ——o—_ 
dressed in a fairly _ 
presentable manner. 
From time to time he 
got a blow’ in his job 
of fireman of the 
kitchen stove, when 
wood was in short 
supply. On these oc- 
casions, the stove 
was fired with Blair 
Athol coal, often to 
the point where the 
stovetop was glowing 
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red hot and close to sagging. 
The kitchen table in the quarters 


_wasa big old fashioned pine model, big 
“ enough to seat about 12 men at a time. 


Sometimes there would be a fair gath- 
ering of men, and a lot of story swap- 
ping would occur. On one occasion, a 
young Driver, recently arrived from 
Rockhampton for classification, men- 
tioned that he had. been classed as a 
Fireman to Longreach in 1948. I said 
‘did he know ’Stonk’ Wendt from 
Bundaberg? He was classed to here in 
1948.’ Ken replied ’did I know ’Stonk’ 
Wendt?’ He rose from the table, took a 
few steps through the door and onto 
the verandah. He turned around and 
said ’this is how Stonk arrived.’ Then 
he moved into the kitchen, near the 
table, as if carrying a couple of heavy 
ports (suitcases). He made out as 
though he was dumping the ports on 
the floor; then with his finger he wrote 
in the dust on the table, in big letters, 
CCA WENDT. He turned towards the 
fellows seated at the table and said, ’So 
this is Bloody Longreach! When’s the 
first train outa here” We all had a 
laugh. 

Twenty years passed before I saw 
my old friend CCA again - remember, 
he was the fellow who said when I was 
leaving Bundaberg for Longreach that 
I would like it out there. After the pas- 
sage of time, when I eventually got to 
relate the story as told by Ken in the 
kitchen, and reminding Stonk of what 
he said to me in mid-1953, when I was 
about to go west, we both had a good 
laugh about the whole episode. ~ 
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Cab Control 


The typical trainset that people 
start out with has acircle of track, per- 
haps one or two sidings, and one loco- 
motive with coaches or wagons. Rather 
obviously, with only one locomotive, 
only one controller is required to oper- 
ate the trainset. (see figure one). 


Figure 1 


When adding a second train, one of 
two situations must apply. Either a sid- 
ing or loop will be used to hold one train 
while the second is being run, or a sec- 
ond circle of track can be added allow- 
ing the two trains to run independently. 
In this second case a second controller 
must be added to supply power to the 
second train so as to allow both trains 
to run independently of one another. 

Two completely independent tracks 
are not much better than one because 
if you cant cross trains from one track 
to the other then you can’t do much 
more than with the simple trainset. 
This is where crossovers between the 
two tracks come in (see figure two). 


Figure 2 


Crossovers, as their name implies, al- 
low a train to cross over from one track 
to the other. A crossover can be made 
using two points and is either facing if 
a train will pass across it forwards, or 
trailing if a train will need to be re- 
versed to use it. In order to keep the 


two track circuits independent of one 


another, each crossover will need to be 
fully isolated in the middle. If it is not 
then the two controllers will interfere 
with one another when the crossover 
is set to pass a train from one track to 
the other. 

This now leads us to another prob- 
lem. If we isolate each circuit, one from 
the other, then what do we do when we 
want to run a train from one track onto 
the other. One controller can only run 
the train as far as the isolation gap. 


by Stephen J Chapman. 


Once the train runs over the gap then 
it is no longer being controlled by the 
first controller and will come to a stop. 
That is, it will stop unless the second 
controller is also in operation. If so, 
then instead of coming to a stop as it 
reaches the gap, the train will momen- 
tarily speed up for the fraction of a sec- 
ond that it is being powered by both 
controllers (i.e.. while the pick-ups are 
on both sides of the gap. Then the train 
will slow to the speed set by the sec- 
ond controller. If the two controllers are 
set to different speeds then this will 
result in a noticeable increase or de- 
crease in speed of the train as it crosses 
the gap. The momentary increase in 
speed as the train crosses the gap will 
probably not be very noticeable, but this 
change of speed will be. | 

A way of minimising this effect is 
to use two controller of exactly the same 
type. This will ensure that the two con- 
trollers behave similarly. The control- 
lers can then be adjusted to the same 
setting before the train reaches the gap 
thus reducing the increase or decrease 
in speed to a less noticeable level. 

This does nothing to eliminate the 
temporary increase in speed as the 
train crosses the gap and does not even 
totally eliminate the increase or de- 
crease in speed as the train crosses the 
gap no matter how carefully you ad- 
just the controller to try to get the 
speeds the same. 

Surely there must be a way of elimi- 
nating this problem completely. In fact 
there is, and the answer is cab control. 
With cab control, a mechanism is pro- 
vided whereby a train can cross from 
one circuit to another while remaining 
under the control of the one controller. 
This mechanism works the same way 
whether we have two circuits as in our 
current example, or two thousand cir- 
cuits and two hundred controllers. 

Stripped to its simplest level, the 
idea of cab control for each controller 
to have a switch for each track section. 
The controller is then either connected 
to a track section, or it is not. Thus in 
our example we can have controller one 
powering the outer circuit while con- 
troller two is powering the inner cir- 
cuit (see figure three), controller one 
powering both circuits (see figure four), 
controller two powering both circuits 
(see figure five), or controller two 
powering the outer circuit while con- 
troller one powers the inner (see fig- 
ure S1X). 

This same basic principle can be 
applied to any two controllers and any 
two circuits on a model railway and 
therefore is extendible to include as 
many controllers and track sections as 
required. 


Figure 3 


Figure 4 


Figure 5 


Figure 6 


That’s all that there is to cab con- 
trol. A very simple method of allowing 
each controller to access each track 
section by simply providing a switch for 
each controller for each section. This 
method also allows you to add extra 
controllers as required without affect- 
ing the existing circuits in any way, it 
also allows you to have dedicated con- 
trollers that can only operate part of 
the layout by omitting the switches for 
the rest of the layout from that con- 
troller. 

There is only one problem with this 
design. What happens when you switch 
two controller to the same section at 
the same time? Well to start with, this 
indicates a desire to run two trains into 
the same section at the same time and 
on the real railways if this was done 
there would be an almighty crash when 
the two trains collided so we probably 
don’t really want to do this anyway. 
Still there’s nothing to stop us switch- 
ing two controllers to the same section 
with this setup so we need to know 
what will happen when it does. Well, if 
you're using decent controllers with 
proper overload protection built in then 
what will happen is that your overload 
protection circuits will activate. Then 
all you need to do is switch off one of 
the controller’s section switches, reset 
the overload protection circuits, and 
you're back in business. If you don’t 
have adequate overload protection, or 
you don’t like the idea of having to re- 
set overloads if two controllers acciden- 
tally access the same section then you 
need to provide some form of interlock- 
ing to prevent two controllers from ac- 
cessing the same section at the same 
time. 

NOTE that whatever form of inter- 
locking that you provide, it is essential 
that the person using each controller 
know whether his controller is con- 
nected to a particular section. There is 
not much point in having an interlock 
prevent a second controller from access- 
ing a section if the person using it 
thinks that he has accessed it and in- 
nocently drives his train across the gap 
thus interfering with the other control- 
ler’s operation anyway. 

The simplest way to provide this 
interlocking when you have two con- 
troller is to use double throw centre off 


Figure 7 


switches. These switches point to the 
left to connect the section to one con- 
troller, point straight up when the sec- 
tion is not connected to either control- 
ler, and points to the right to connect 
the track section to the second control- 
ler (see figure seven). This is an ideal 
setup for small layouts operated by one 
or two people where the control panel 
is placed between the controller and the 
direction of the switch indicates read- 
ily which of the two controller is in con- 
trol of which section. 

For a larger number of controllers, 
you have three options. You can have a 
central control panel operated by the 
train despatcher who decides which 
controller has access to which track 
section, you can have a separate panel 
for each controller and use an interlock 
of some type to prevent a second con- 
troller from accessing an already se- 
lected section (and have indicator lights 
to indicate which controller actually 
has control), or you can use a system 
of local panels where each controller 
primarily has access to a particular 
group of track sections and the opera- 
tor of that controller decides whether 
to give up control of one or more of “his” 
sections to another controller (again a 
visual indication may be needed to in- 
dicate that access has been granted). 

Let us consider each of these three 
options in turn. Each option has vari- 
ous advantages and disadvantages and 
which is the best system for you de- 
pends on how you intend to operate 
your model railway. 

The central control panel has one 
big advantage, simplicity. All you need 
for this method is a rotary switch hav- 
ing as many positions as you have con- 
trollers and an on/off switch (figure 
eight). The same circuit is repeated for 
each track section. All sections not in 
use will have their on/off switch in the 
off position. To allocate a track section 
to a controller simply set the rotary 
switch to the appropriate position, 
switch the on/off switch to on, and tell 
the person using the section that he has 
control. Once a section is finished with 
the train despatcher is told that the 
section is no longer required and he 
switches the on/off switch back to the 
off. position. Operators get access to 
each section by asking the train des- 
patcher if they can have a section. If 
the section is off then the despatcher 
can give it to them, otherwise he can 
tell them that it is in use by another 
operator. The only disadvantages to 
this method is that-only one person has 
access to decide which controller con- 
trols what track sections and you will 
probably need a separate person to look 
after this. This method therefore works 
best with big layouts having lots of op- 
erators where a central co-ordinator is 
useful. 

The second method, that of provid- 
ing full interlocking between of number 
of separate panels, has the advantage 
of allowing each operator to control 


| which sections that he has under his 
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Figure 8 


control without requiring him to ask 
someone else to give him control. The 
big disadvantage of this system is that 
the interlocking circuits required are 
rather involved and a lot of wiring is 
required for all but the simplest circuit. 
There are a large number of different 
ways of providing this type of interlock- 
ing so I wont go into any of the differ- 
ent ways that this can be achieved at 
this time. It is very important that cir- 
cuits of this type be understood by the 
layout owner and hence if you wish to 
interlock a large number of separate 
panels each of which can control the 
whole layout, it is probably best that 
you work out your own method of in- 
terlocking. 

The third method is a compromise 
between the first two. It gives each 
operator control over his own part of 
the layout without the need to request 
access from a central despatcher. When 
he wants to run his train onto a part of 
the layout under someone else’s control 
he asks that person for access. The de- 
gree of visual notice of which sections 
are connected to your controller de- 
pends on the method of operation be- 
ing used. One suggestion is to have 
everyone drive trains towards them. 
You set the road for the intending ar- 
rival, the operator controlling the de- 
parting sections where the train is cur- 
rently located sets everything ready for 
the trains departure and switches the 
required sections to your controller. 
Any intermediate operators set the 
road for the train to pass through and 
set the required sections to you. Com- 
mencing with the operator at the cur- 
rent location of the train, each opera- 
tor notifies the next in line when he 
has set everything up. Once the mes- 


Sage reaches you, you can then safely 
drive the train towards its destination. 


Each operator can see when the train 
passes out of his control and can reset 
his sections as required. If this method 
is followed then no further interlock- 
ing is required. It also has the advan- 
tage of allowing the person driving the 
train to see the train at the time that 
it reaches its destination and needs to | 
be stopped. The biggest disadvantage | 
of this system of distributed local pan- 
els is that only those sections of the 
layout controlled by panels having op- 
erators can be used so if there are in- 
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sufficient operators to man all pan- 
els only part of the layout can be 
operated. This problem can be 
partly overcome by duplicating lo- 
cal panels at remote locations so 
that the sections can still be oper- 
ated when the local panel is not 
manned. In this case it is essential 
to remember not to touch the remote 
panel when the local panel that it 
duplicates is manned. 

The circuits required for the 
third method are in fact identical 
to those required by the first 
method. The only difference is that 
not all of the switches will be located 
in the same place. In the case of a 
duplicate remote panel, the circuits 
are again the same. The important 
thing to remember with local and 
remote panels is that when the lo- 
cal panel is manned all on/off 
switches on the remote panel must 
be off and similarly the other way 
around otherwise the same problem 
will potentially occur as with the 
simple circuit originally described 
where different controllers can be 
switched to the same section of 
track. 

There are many different ways 
of arranging control circuits so that 
a train can be run throughout its 
journey using just one controller, 
most of these involve the use of sim- 
ple circuits such as those described 
in this article. If you have a large 
layout then you might need lots of 
these simple circuits but the differ- 
ence between a small layout and a 
large layout is in the number of 
track circuits required, NOT the 
type of circuits that need to be pro- 
vided. 

Cab control enables you to run 
your trains in a more railway-like 
manner. The circuits do not have to 
be complicated (although they can 
be if you really want to provide lots 
of interlocks). Cab control also has 
one big advantage over the one con- 
troller / one section of the train set. 
If you have a number of areas where 
itis possible to run trains independ- 
ently then with one train per sec- 
tion each of these areas will need 
their own controller. With cab con- 
trol, you only need as many control- 
lers as the number of trains that you 
intend to run simultaneously. Fur- 
ther controllers can be added as and 
when required. 
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It Occurs to Me 


by R. T. Blodkin, 


Some considerable time ago I was en- 
gaged in some correspondence with an or- 
ganised body closely associated with the 
arts. The outcome of the exchange was 
that, in the considered opinion of the au- 
gust body, model railways were not an 
artform. The reason given for that opin- 
ion was that, while a large amount of skill 
may be required, it was not original work, 
only replication, in reduced form, of some- 
thing that already existed. 

To a small extent this opinion may 
hold water but, in my humble opinion, 
shows bias and ignorance of our hobby 
and what it entails. I venture to comment 
that quite a fair proportion of what is 
popularly known as art is also mere rep- 
lication. Let me take one famous painter 
to start with, the landscape artist Con- 
stable. Among a lot of people, I think his 
work is of the very best. However, the 
subjects depicted on his beautiful can- 
vases were everyday sights in the Eng- 
lish countryside of his day. He painted 
what he saw. In similar vein and nearer 
to the present day, the work of Namatijira, 
while technically excellent, depicted what 
can be seen in many, many places in Aus- 
tralia. To continue, portrait painters are 
only recorders of people and faces. Still 
life, as appears in some very famous 
works, does but reduce an existing item 
or items from three dimensions to two. 

Of course, there is no denying that 
many artists are really creative, produc- 
ing paintings of subjects they may never 
have seen. Abstract painters turn out 
work that can only be the result of a fer- 
tile imagination, likewise surrealists and 
cubists. So, conventional art becomes six 
of one and a half dozen of the other. 

Now to consider the case for model 
railways. It may be a popular idea that 
what runs on a model system may be seen 
somewhere on the operational side of the 
railway fence. But this may be true of only 
a minor portion of operating layouts. It 
would be applicable to those models 
which are based mainly on commercial 
products. This is how quite a lot of us get 
into the hobby, with the acquiring of the 
mass produced. We do not normally stay 
with them. Most of us graduate to some- 
thing better as we gain experience. These 


comments apply in the main, to rolling 


stock. 

A high proportion of railway model- 
lers soon want something other than what 
can be obtained in boxes over the shop 
counter. The way to get what is required 
is to make it for themselves. Again, it 
must be admitted that a certain amount 
of replication occurs in producing items 
from drawings, photographs and plans of 
locomotives, carriages and wagons etc. 


_ Some originality creeps in when some are 


mixed together in one scene. They may 

never have come together in real life. 
The more a railway enthusiast gets 

to know about prototype matters, the 


wider grows his imagination. In the 
later days of the steam locomotive, when 
information was more freely available 
from the main line systems, there were 
many whispers about designs that 
might have been but never were. I have 
been privileged to have seen some of 
these flights of fancy in miniature form. 
This not only applied to locomotives but 
to other forms of rolling stock. Further, 
it may be applied to model structures. 
Imagination can blossom and true crea- 
tivity comes onto the scene. 

The most natural thing in a model 
system is the scenery that it traverses. 
This can be put together after consult- 
ing books and photos of the area where 
the model is supposed to be. However, 
in my experience, it is virtually always 
the out come of exercising the mind. The 
further a model system is developed, the 
more thought has to go into it. In many 
cases, especially where country branch 
lines are depicted, there never was a line 
in the part of the country chosen as the 
original scene. A large number of such 
models exist, where everything is pure 
fiction and only took shape in the de- 
signer’s mind. Everything then is cre- 
ated from original thought. A model may 
depict a branch traversing a valley 
where a railway was never built, even a 
line of one company (in the U.K.) pen- 
etrating another company’s territory. 

The ultimate in imaginative railway 
building would have to be the "Far Tot- 
tering and Oystercreek", the brain child 
of the eminent cartoonist Emmett, of 
which a passenger carrying version was 
actually built in Battersea pleasure gar- 
dens in London. If that is not imagina- 
tive creativity, I do not know what is. 
(This railway has also been reproduced 
in HO scale by Victorian Adrian Hoad - 
Managing Editor) 

The whole point of the matter is, 
model railways is just as much an 
artform as what is popularly considered 
to be art (perhaps that should be with a 
capital A). There are many parallels, 
from the depicting of what can or what 
used to be seen any day, through to the 
portrayal of what might have been and 
on to something gothic or even highly 
amusing but, nevertheless, entirely fic- 
tional. Historical subjects may be seen 
or as modern as today. The field of rail- 
way modelling can be just as fertile as 
that of painting, be it oils, watercolour 
or whatever. 

Railway modelling also needs some 
knowledge of mechanical and civil en- 
gineering as well as building practices 
of today and yesterday, and beyond that 
some knowledge of environmental mat- 
ters. This would prove, to my way. of 
thinking, that our great hobby is the 
combination of many talents and that 
it truly should be accorded the descrip- 
tion "Artform"! 
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A Chat About Engine Driving 


This article and the illustration are 
reprinted from the "Boy’s Own 
Paper" of Saturday September 3, 
1887. | have reprinted especially for 
the nostalgia buffs from the ’Old 
Dart’. The article is not credited to 
anyone so | assume it was written 
by a person who would now be 
called a ’staffer’. The illustration of 
‘Puffing Billy’ is typical of the line 
drawings in the "B.O.P". My copy 
of the "B.O.P." is bound into a 
“Boy’s Own Annual" and has 
come down to me froma great un- 
cle (I think). Does anyone know if 
and when the B.0O.P. stopped pub- 
lication? Incidently, the quality of 
the articles is very good and | 
sometimes despair of the quality 
of education in the English lan- 
guage today as compared with the 
1880’s if this magazine is an indi- 
cation of the reading material of 
the youth of the 1880’s....Managing 
Editor 


"How are engine drivers made” 

Sir, they are born.’ 

"Quite so, but --’ 

‘It is not every man that will make 
an engine driver.’ 

«nd yet the occupation seems easy 
enough. That can be easier than turn- 
ing a tap of some sort, looking ahead, 
and rushing through space until it is 
time to turn the tap off again? That is 
all that engine driving means - to the 
majority. What difficulty, therefore can 
there be in finding fit men to look or- 
namental on a footplate? 

But the majority may be mistaken! 
When we come to know a little more 
about engine driving, we find that it is 
not quite so simple as we thought. In 
the first place an engine is almost the 
living creature that her driver calls her. 
Every engine has her whims and pecu- 
liarities; and no two engines, built alike 
in the same shop from the same plans, 
have ever yet been found to behave 
alike. In the next place the driver is 
the captain and lookout of a travelling 
engine-room; he has all the engineer’s 
duties to fulfil in addition to attending 
to the state of the road. Every ’beat’ of 
his engine - four beats to every revolu- 
tion of the driving-wheel - must be true 
in time and sound: every rattle and 
shake must be accounted for; every 
curve and gradient requires special 
treatment; every change in the force 
and direction of the wind will tell its 
tale if provision is not at once made for 
it: and, in short, there is not a nut or 
tape on an engine that may not at any 
moment require to be seen to; a slight 
ship or breakage may happen, which if 
not dealt with instantly may wreck the 
train. 

It seems but a matter of signals to 
take an express from station to station 


to the minute. But something else is 
required, and the very slightest want 
of attention on the driver’s part may 
cause delay or disaster. When an en- 
gine has finished the day’s work it goes 
to the shed to be cleaned inside and out 
by the boys; then the fireman or stoker 
comes on duty, and takes it over and 
gets his preliminary work done: last of 
all comes the driver, whose duty it is 
to inspect the engine all over before he 
goes to take up his train. Let him pass 
but one screw carelessly and he may 
come to grief. And this keen watch on 
bolts and pins liable to snap or slip he 
must keep up through the day. Think 
of the rate an engine works at. A seven 
pot ariving-wheel going forty miles an 

our makes 160 revolutions a minute. 
Think of the weight that is thus spun 
along at the rate of 3,520 feet per 
minute! Why, the engine itself, empty, 
weighs over thirty tons, to say nothing 
of the load! The eight foot flywheel 
engines on the Great Northern, that do 
the long run from London to Grantham, 
weigh 40-1/2 tons, and in their tenders 
have 1/2 tons of coal and 2,700 gallons 
of water; while some of the Midland 
tenders take 4 tons of coal and 2,900 
gallons of water. Add these to the 
weights of the tender, of the coaches, 
of the passengers, and see what a mass 
it is of which the engine driver holds 
control. A man suited to drive the mail, 
or the queen, is not to be found every 
day! 

This driving of the queen is the blue 
ribbon of engine driving life. Days be- 
fore arrangements are made, and very 
elaborate they are. The engine is not 
only inspected by the driver, but bythe 
locomotive superintendent in person, 
and every fastening, inside and out, is 
tried and tested. Every stationmaster 
and signalman on the line knows the 
very minute the train will pass him. 
The pilot engine runs the course fifteen 
minutes exactly in front of the royal 
train. Between the passage of the pi- 
lot and the passage of the train noth- 
ing is allowed on the line, the points 
are all clear, and are even locked back 
so that nothing can get on the way. On 
the engine is a timekeeper, watch in 
hand, seeing that every signal box is 
passed at the time given on the pro- 
gramme; and though the driver has the 


chief officials of his company behind’ 


him, he is not interfered with,.or even 
spoken to, so long as this’time.is kept. 
The man who drive the queen is a good 
man - a man whois as much master of 
his engine as if it were one of his own 
limbs. 

The thorough control some men 
have over ’the thing of cranks and 
wheels’ was never more clearly shown 
than in an accident to an express some 
years ago. Suddenly the pin of the cou- 
pling between the engine and tender 


slipped out, and, while travelling fifty 
miles an hour, the engine darted off 
away from the train! The driver was 
on the engine, the fireman was on the 
tender. The fireman was about to put 
on the brake and stop the train. 

"Leave her alone!’ shouted the driver, 
and without stopping he gradually 
brought his engine back, and, without 
a stop ora blow, so managed matters 
as to keep engine and tender close to- 
gether until a new pin was put in and 
all made secure. And this while run- 
ning, and getting the train home to 
time! No one would have known of this 
extraordinary feat had not some la- 
bourers in a field seen the engine leap 
away from the train and then come 
back to it. The labourers talked about 
it, a stationmaster happened to hear 
of it and reported it, and the driver was 
called to account. | 

"Why did you not report it” 

If I had done so it would have made 
a fuss, and given such a lot of writing 
work!’ 

Even the guards in the train were 
unaware of what is one of the most as- 
tonishing performances in locomotive 
life. 

All drivers are not like this one. As 
an example of the other kind, take the 
happy-go-lucky individual who backed 
to his train and caught sight of the trav- 
elling inspector on the platforms. The 
driver was so interested in watching 
which carriage he got into that he paid 
little attention to his proper work. The 
signal to start was given, and off went 
the engine. As the driver ran along- 
side the first platform at which he was 
to stop, he saw a porter sweeping lei- 
surely with a wide broom. — 

Leaning over, he gesticulated with 
his thumb and kindly shouted as a cau- 
tion to the leisurely porter, "Look out, 
he’s with us!’ , 

"No, he ain't,’ said the porter, for you 
ain't brought no carriages with you!” 

The driver had been so interested 
in the inspector that he had forgotten 
to make sure that his engine was cou- 
pled on! 

- His start from the station was a bad 
one; but how-did he start in his trade? 
He began, as all the rest do, as a clean- 
ing boy. At every engine depot are so 
many boys, who take over the engines 
as soon as they come in from their 
work. They empty the firebox, take out 


_the fire bars, clean and scour every part 


of the machinery, destroy every trace 
of dust and dirt, and polish up every- 
thing that should be bright. On the 
engine and in the engine they soon 
come to know all its parts, and in time 
they are sorted out, the sharp from the 
stupid and chosen to fill vacancies as 
firemen. As a fireman the lad begins 
work on goods trains and shunting en- 
gines, and is generally employed where 
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he can do least damage. As a fireman 
he has to manage his fire so as to keep 
the necessary head of steam without 
undue consumption of fuel or water. 
This is not so easy as it appears. En- 
gines have their whims, coal has its 
obstinate fits, and weather no man can 
control. A method of firing that will 
suit an engine one day may not suit it 
the next; and as the cricketer has to 
watch the ball, and not the place where 
the ball ought to be, the fireman has to 
watch the fire, and not content him- 
self with taking it for granted that all 
is Well. His shovel ought rarely to be 
still: "Paulatim,’ little by little, is his 
motto: he has to obey the driver’s or- 
ders regarding forcing and damping, to 
keep things tidy, and to have eyes all 
round him. From a slow goods he goes 
to express goods; from express goods 
he goes to local passengers: from local 
passengers he goes to slow passengers, 
and at last he becomes fireman of an 
express. All through he is kept up to 
his work by a system of fines. If his 
fire is too feeble he is fined: if his fire 
is too fierce he is fined: if he saves coals 
and at the same time secures efficiency, 
he is rewarded. 

At last he is promoted, and becomes 
the driver of a slow goods: and from 
that position he works his way step by 
step, as vacancies arise, until he be- 
comes the driver of a mail train, doing 
his three hundred miles a day, and 
drawing his three half-crowns for each 
trip out and home. Those who wish to 
learn ’all about engine driving’, as 
many seem to do, should go to the 
Camden depot of the London and 
North-Western Railway and prime 
themselves beforehand with Mr 
Michael Reynold’s "Locomotive Engine 
Driving’. The London and North-West- 
ern have altogether some 2500 engines, 
each with its driver and stoker; but in 
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the depot at one time only some forty 
may be seen. These are enough. Some 
of them have just come in from work, 
besmeared with dust and dirt, others 
are bright as jewellery, ready to go out. 
To feed them with water there is a well 
nearly 500 feet deep: to feed them with 
coal there is a staging down the side 
from which the four ton tender loads 
are shot; and there is a huge furnace 
from which the shovelfuls of flaming 
coal are taken to give the engine fires 
a start, for all engines are lighted with 
live coals. 

When the fireman arrives to take 
over the engine from the cleaners, there 
are usually but three inches of fire on 
the bars, and steam is feeble. He tests 
the water in the boiler and looks at 
the pressure gauge to ascertain the 
steam, and then proceeds to arrange 
the fire so that when the engine comes 
into the station on duty the steam is at 
the proper pressure, and none has to 
be blown off to waste. The perfection 
of engine management is to bring the 
engine 1n for the train without the 
shightest sign of steam about the safety 
valves and yet not to lose a minute dur- 
ing the trip, and this can only be done 
by driver and fireman working well 
together and each attending to his own 
business. After the fireman has got his 
part of the work ready for a start, the 
engine driver arrives and takes over 
the clean, bright, eager baby in whom 
he takes such pride. For a driver is 
always proud of his engine as being the 
nearest thing to living that we know. 
Think what the inventor must have felt 
when for the first time he saw some- 
thing he had built up move of itself from 
one place to another! What were all 
previous inventions to that! "Make us 
something that will move of itself? said 
the ancients, ’and we will believe yow’ 
And now it is made, and the cry is 
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changed to "Make us something that 
will think of itself? which is not so easy. 

What a change these last few years 
of the world have wrought! Go to South 
Kensington and see the old pioneers 
with which the battle of movement was 
begun; or, as you run into Newcastle 
Station, look out at the bridge end, and 
behold old Puffing Billy with his spi- 
der legs and compare him with the big- 
wheeled monarch going past, refreshed 
to recommence her career of studied 
wildness. Puffing Billy was but a tor- 
toise compared to her! And an expen- 
sive tortoise too, for we have not only 
gained in speed and endurance, but 
have saved in fuel and improved in 
handiness. 

And what fascination there is in 
engine driving! Who has not felt his 
fingers itching to get but one touch of 
the regulator, and turn on the steam 
for once in his life! But which is the 
tap toturn? Alas! It never tells you in 
the textbooks! And this is an omission 
that once almost led to a disaster at 
the expense of those diligent students, 
the Japanese. How well we remem- 
ber it! A merchant steamer came into 
Yokohama and was bought as she stood 
by the Japs. The captain offered to 
leave somebody on board to show the 
new owners how things were arranged 
below. No. ‘It was all in the books!’ 
And the Englished cleared out to a 
man, and left the Japs in possession. — 
Next morning we could see that some- 
thing was wrong on the new Japanner. 
There was ’a mighty movement’ on her 
decks, a running to and fro as though 
raving madness had attacked her crew. 
What did it mean? At last a boat came 
off. Would we kindly send an engineer 
on board? We did; and the engineer 
found that the fires were full on - as 
per textbook; and the steam was up - 
as per textbook; and was still going up 
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- not as per textbook; and for the Japa- 
nese knew everything except how to 
turn on the steam! The textbook did 
not say which was the proper tap to 
turn and the duly certificated students 
were in mortal terror contemplating a 
safety valve they could not move and a 
pressure gauge that told them every 
minute might be their last! 

Even dogs have felt the fascination 
of the engine. There used to be bright 
little English terrier that travelled 
regularly from Kings Cross to 
Doncaster seated on the toolbox. Hail, 
rain or sunshine, the dog would be seen 
sticking to his post while the engine 
dashed along at full speed, and the 
wind she made brushed out his coat till 
it looked as if made of bristles. 

And then there was, of course, 
Snatchbury, prince of drivers’ dogs, 
whose adventures have been told at 
length by Mr Reynolds. Poor 
Snatchbury! One day he came into 
Euston Square, dodging about on the 
platform, evidently looking for a friend. 
The engine came in and the driver, best 
known as the Duke’, from his aquiline 
nose, caught sight of the dog, and called 
him. Here was a friend assuredly; and 
the little rough-haired, small-headed 
lump of yellowish caninity jumped onto 
the footplate and scrambled up to the 
back of the tender. Off went the train 


and with it went Snatchbury, as he 
came to be christened. And for ten 
years afterwards, by night or day, 
through fog or sunshine, Snatchbury 
stuck to "The Duke’, and with his 
shaggy hair blown back so as to show 
his white teeth, hardly ever missed his 
engine. Every day he would come on 
duty and race down the engines in the 
shed till he found the right one, and if 
it had been moved he would leap and 
whine till it was pointed out to him. 
One day he came too late. His master 
was just going out; but Snatchbury was 
an observant dog, and waited till the 
next engine going the same road 
started, and then he jumped on her and 
went to Rugby where he changed en- 
gines to Bletchley, and there picked up 
his master! 

Snatchbury’s intelligence was re- 
markable, and he had an observant 
master who duly recorded it. 

The dog learnt the signals and could 
tell whether they were up or down, or 
red or green; and if a red light was 
shown ahead he would announce the 
fact by a warning bark. Even the fog 
signals he came to know the meaning 
of, and he would emphasise only the 
danger ones! In fact Snatchbury took 
an intelligent interest in all that he 
came across, and seemed never to for- 


get what he saw. And he was a kind- 
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hearted dog too. Often would his little 
face be seen on the engine at Euston 
leaning over and looking along the 
train; and if he noticed a strange dog 
being put into the brake by the guard, 


down he would get, and run in to the 


stranger to see that he was comfort- 
able and doubtless assure him that it 
was alright as ’the Duke’ was the 
driver! 

But one dreaded night, a signalman 
at Harrow made a mistake and showed 
the line all clear when a good train was 
in the way. On came ’the Duke’ in obe- 
dience to the signal full speed into the 
trucks he could not see. He was killed. 
Snatchbury was hurled off with him, 
but was unhurt. The dog’s grief was 
heartbreaking, nothing for a time could 
console him. At the funeral the most 
touching sight was the tearful little dog 
following next to the coffin. When he 
went home it seemed as though he 
would die of brief, but a pious fraud 
was resorted to, and the driver’s boots 
were placed by the fire as though ready 
for him when he came back. And with 
his nose between his paws, poor 
Snatchbury waited, till he slept, for the 
master he was never again to see. Af- 
ter a time, Snatchbury recovered some- 
what and took to another driver; but it 
did not last long. And now he is an a 
glass case with a label for an epitaph. 


Timetable Operating SessionS 


For some members of the AMRA 
Victorian Branch the words Timetable 
Operation has a special meaning. 

You will have noticed in Victorian 
Branch News in each issue of Journal 
an agenda showing future events, 
amongst all these are the operating 
sessions. These sessions cater for all 
members of AMRA, whether you fol- 
low Australian, British, North Ameri- 
can or European, there is session on 
the programme for you . 

So, if your interests in the hobby are 
getting a little stale, then may I sug- 
gest you look seriously at the Timeta- 
ble Operating sessions at Wills Street. 
If you haven’t been to one, then you 
should really make an effort and go. 
You will be most welcome. 

Briefly the objective is to run sched- 
uled trains to a timetable in the space 
of the 4 hours available. As with the 
real rail systems things can go wrong, 
derailments, engines out of position, 
train incomplete and lack of qualified 
staff (driver reading model rail maga- 
zine), all these things really test the 
ingenuity of the operators. 

You will also note that sessions take 
place during the week, as well as the 
weekend. For instance the first Friday 
night of each month suits me very well, 
and so what if it is European prototype 
and I happen to model Australian. The 
main thing is that it brings back the 
fun element to the hobby and gives a 
purpose to what you are doing. 


Drivers probably have the best job 
being situated in an elevated control 
stand from where they can view most 
of the layout. From their situation driv- 
ers can also watch the movement of 
their particular train on an illuminated 
control panel. The panel describes what 
cab is active in each block and what 
signals are facing each cab. From the 
timetable each driver (cab) should 
know what train he is controlling and 
what direction he is going, ie Up or 
Down, except if he is reading a model 
rail magazine and loses the plot alto- 
gether. 

Station operators on the other hand 
can see each other across the layout but 
only communicate using bell codes as 
in real signal boxes. That’s the theory 
anyway. Obviously if the next station 
doesn’t respond to the bell code after 
the second try then voices become 
raised and questions of ability asked 
of the recalcitrant station operator. 

By controlling the cabs in their sec- 
tions, station operators also indicate to 
a driver (cab) if the train they are driv- 
ing is to stop at that operators station 
or if they are to run through. This 
works well if the driver is watching the 
panel display and not absorbed in some 
model rail magazine. 

And if you are worried about oper- 
ating for four or so hours straight, don’t 
be, the clocks (sessions) are usually 
stopped half way through for a coffee/ 
tea break, which on the Friday night is 


about 10pm, and while this is only 
meant to be a 10 minute break, it usu- 
ally ends up being double that. 

As a result of attending the Friday 
evening timetable sessions I have 
learnt quite a deal about the European 
systems, and with some personal tu- 
toring from John Gilmour, a lot more 
on the OBB (Osterreich Bundes- 
bahnen), which John keeps telling me 
is a great little system to model. Inci- 
dentally Les Moloney also models the 
OBB. 

Other systems with a strong follow- 
ing are the Nederlandse Spoorwegen 
(NS) with Bill Secker and Hank Meyer, 
the Chemin de Fer Ferderaux Suisses 
(SBB,CFF,FFS) with Ross Riddoch, 
Robert Bogie and Graeme Nitz and the 
Deutsche Bundesbahn (DB) with Ron 
Polistena, Neville Jacobs and a little 
support from Robert Bogie. 

The only other big system without 
any real representation is the Societe 
Nationale des Chemins de Fer Francais 
(SNCF). Ern Raddatz we need you. 

Aword of warning however, be care- 
ful of what era you intend to model, if 
you are at all uncertain then ask 
around, there are plenty of people in 
the club with the right information. 

So if you are a new member full of 
enthusiasm or an old member who has 
lapsed, I am sure that you will find the 
operating sessions to be most interest- 
ing, and hopefully will give you a new 
insight into the wonderful world of 


model railways. 
Geoff Brown 
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1994 Annual General 


Meeting 5th February 
President’s Report 


We have had a very mixed year - 
membershipwise successful, finan- 
cially not nearly so. The Branch per 
se has a higher profile to the extent of 
being referred to as the "Brown Shirts’ 
by some at exhibitions - and not just 
our own. Does at least sound better 
than some of the names conferred on 
those wearing white coats at some of 
our previous exhibitions. Our pro- 
gramme continues to offer a varied 
range of activities and in general, at- 
tendances at meetings appear to be on 
the upswing. The continuing empha- 
sis on clinics on a monthly basis has 
borne fruit by not only improving our 
skills, but also being directly respon- 
sible for bringing us new members. 
Our Open Days have also been very 
successful, attracting lots of visitors, 
some new members and unfortunately 
a bad apple or two. Our last Open Day 
was followed fairly rapidly by a break- 
in. The perpetrators must have been 
disturbed, as the parts removed from 
the N gauge layout were discovered 
within the clubroom precincts. Secu- 
rity of the clubrooms has been revised 
yet again following this event, result- 
ing in changes to internal and exter- 
nal security arrangements. 

Due to economic circumstances 
which even the experts could not pre- 
dict, coupled with continual last 
minute changes to the timetable, the 
“Exhibition Express" again cost us 
money. Needless to say, without a hard 
cash, full sponsorship, the “Express” 
will not again leave the carriage shed. 
At least the headboard remains as an 
interesting trophy over the clubroom 
door. I would suggest that the Bus 
Museum be invited to future exhibi- 
tions as they provide a means of pub- 
lic transport between the Exhibition 
and Liverpool station. The cost to 


AMRA would be limited to a mention 
of the service in our advertising. 

Speaking of advertising is synony- 
mous with speaking of Bruce 
Thompson, whose pamphlet distribu- 
tion efforts can only be described as 
phenomenal. I wish that more mem- 
bers would try to emulate Bruce, the 
added advertising would definitely 
help. I suppose this is as good a place 
as any to put in the annual reminder 
that the Branch finances are raised 
from donations, auctions and our ex- 
hibition - we receive no income from 
your annual subscriptions - so, if you 
wish to continue to enjoy our 
clubrooms, please support the auc- 
tions and our Exhibition. The one 
dollar levy at the door goes to the la- 
dies to cover costs of afternoon teas, 
etc., although I don’t know anywhere 
else where one can get a cup of coffee 
for a dollar, let alone cake and bis- 
cuits. This levy applies to all except 
visitors, except on Open Days. Whilst 
we have pensioner and unemployed 
members who manage to pay the levy, 
IOU’s are NOT acceptable. Those 
concerned please note. 

Our layouts are showing signs of 
activity on the construction side. I 
have hopes that some parts of the 
new HO Exhibition Layout will be 
exhibited at Liverpool ’94 as a means 
of demonstrating layout construction 
methods, and that we will have it 
fully operational for 1995. Those in- 
terested in helping with this layout 
and learning new skills such as base- 
board preparation, track laying, point 
making, scenery making, etc., are 
invited to contact the layout commit- 
tee; likewise the other layouts. 

On to personalities. Congratula- 
tions to Glenn Percival, 1993 recipi- 
ent of the NSW Branch Meritorious 
Award. Congratulations also to Alan 
Tonks, bushfire fighter on several 


fronts during the worst two weeks of © 


fires we have seen, departing the 
scene of one fire with 15 metres miss- 
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ing from his fire hose - Tom Parkes, hos- 
pitalised by smoke inhalation; house OK, 
gardens wiped out - Frank Potts, who 
came close to being run down by a fire- 
ball. 

My thanks to all the members of the 
1993 COM. Over the last few years we 


_ have grown from a committee totally de- 


pendent upon the President, to a COM- 
MITTEE with the conviction that WE run 
the Branch, which has made my lot much 
easier. I didn’t even hear of our break-in 
until after everything had been sorted out 
and finalised, except for the external se- 
curity arrangements (since completed). 

One member of the 93 COM is not 
seeking re-election. On behalf of the 
Branch, thank you Bob Wardrop for a job 
well done. Bob has unfortunately had 
more downs than ups this year, but with 
luck, will be with us this meeting (he was 
- out of hospital a week and a half earlier 
than his doctor predicted). Again, on be- 
half of the Branch - thank you to Ross 
Moar, a very worthy successor to Bob as 
Exhibition Manager. Well done for Syd- 
ney 93. Should you be lucky enough to 
regain this position this year (he was), 
don’t forget, delegate and make your life 
a little more comfortable. Lastly, my great 
thanks to the Committee and many mem- 
bers for their support since the loss of mv 
best mate. In particular, June and Zita. 
but to all of you, many thanks. Hannah 
was one of the earliest regular attending 
ladies here at Rockdale. The many 
Wednesday nights she spent here, after 
a few hours overtime and a quick take- 
away dinner, knitting booties for our first- 
born, enables me to accurately date 
“Hawkesbury” layout - Fiona is 25 this 
year. My thanks to the COM for permis- 
sion to present an award at our Annual 
Exhibition in her memory. 

Under other circumstances, this would 
have been my last year as Branch Presi- 
dent. This would have been a time for 
home and family. I thank the Branch for 
the privilege of serving as President for 


93, and offer my services for 94. 
Phil Kelly 


Layout Subcommittees 1994 
N GAUGE 
David Bennett 
Glenn Watson 
Neil Watson 
John Lischeld 
HO GAUGE 
Ralph Wambeek 
Arthur Harris 
Ed Hogan 
Bob Wardrop 
Fred Stell ("CTC") 
"HAWKESBURY RIVER/ 
KNAPSACK GULLY" 
Alan Tonks 
Glenn Percival 
NEW HO EXHIBITION LAYOUT 
Phil Kelly 
Jack Parker 
Bob Wardrop 
Alan Tonks 
Glenn Percival 
O GAUGE 
Norm Read 
Brian Tyson 
Graham Larmour 
Bert Hetherington 
Don Stone 
(These lists were of necessity com- 
piled from memory. Apologies for any 
errors or omissions. ) 


Branch Diary 


SUNDAY 30/1/94 - FIELD TRIP 
TO EXETER AREA: 13 members car- 
pooled (or rather, didn’t) in 6 vehicles 
to convoy into the picturesque South- 
ern Highlands to reconnoitre the area 
around Exeter, which lies between 
Moss Vale and Bundanoon, in support 
of planning the new exhibition layout. 
Expeditioners were to be seen crawl- 
ing 1n & all over the station surrounds 
& signal box with thanks to the 
Safeworking Station Attendant, cam- 
eras of all varieties in hand. After 
watching the passing of the Up 
Riverina XPT (ST16), a Brisbane-Mel- 
bourne Superfreighter (7BM3 late!), an 
Up four car DEB set (Campbelltown- 
Goulburn shuttle), and Up & Down 
Canberra Xplorers (SP21/22), we pro- 
ceeded to hop our way down the line to 
Bundanoon, Penrose, Wingello, Tallong 
and Marulan. Spotted later during the 
afternoon were a Melbourne-Sydney 
Superfreighter (7MS6) and the DEB set 
another couple of times. A few hardy 
souls even doubled back, after most 
gave up at 6pm, to successfully find the 
proverbial “dot on the map’ - Medway 
(Junction), to Blue Circle Southern’s 
quarrv - where we were treated to a 
treasure trove of souvenirs, the next 
Brisbane-Melbourne freighter (7BM5), 
and the evening Up Canberra Xplorer 
(SP24) at full speed & blank range! We 
promise to show everyone else where 
it is next time...! It was an extremely 
successful trip to get a feel for the area; 
as soon as all the film & video mate- 
rial can be looked at to aid planning, 
the next trip will be held. -GP 

SUNDAY 6/3/94 - VISIT TO BLUE 
MTS RAILWAY SOCIETY "WASCOE 
SIDING" and LAPSTONE ZIG ZAG: 


We definitely pick the right time of year 
to venture up the mountains....10 peo- 
ple rode in the relative luxury of a near- 
new Toyota (with 4 meeting us later) 
up to a warm reception and great 
weather at Blaxland, having such a 
good run up in the morning that we 
arrived well before official opening, al- 
lowing us to secure two tables; chat to 
BMRS members about their site and 
the saga of their LHO van onsite: and 
buy up all the copies of their video pro- 
gram! There was the usual variety of 
motive power, of both prototype and 
freelance design: notable items being 
a freelance 4-8-2 “Britannia”, a four- 
stroke NSW 44 class and a "Silver City 
Comet’, which along with a 46 class is 
half owned by Powerline’s Roger Jones 
(he wasn’t there). Mid-afternoon we 
had an enjoyable walk along the Top 
and Middle Road formations of the 
Lapstone Zig Zag, which is now a 
clearly defined & posted track. 
Lucasville station platform is still in- 
tact, with a lookout nearby that takes 
in Knapsack Gully & the plain, and at 
a few points are pictures of the loca- 
tion ‘then’. A stop at Eastern Creek 
for dinner(?) allowed all to reflect on 
another great day and discuss the just- 
found-out-about Sydney Electric Train 
Society tour to Paterson scheduled for 
7th May (we later postponed the 
Narara trip to September and booked 
on the SETS tour). As is repeatedly 
pointed out, these trips are definitely 
worth going on! -GP 

FRIDAY 25/3/94 - "LEARN THE 
N GAUGE LAYOUT" CLINIC: 19 
members and one guest took part in 
this clinic, conducted by David Bennett 
and Glenn Watson. The clinic took in 
the original design submission, land- 
scaping/architecture and signalling 
design & construction, utilising over- 
head projection and handouts, with a 
good signal demonstration unit effec- 
tively showing off the types of signals 
to be used. -GP 

SATURDAY 2/4/94 - LAYOUT OP- 
ERATION: 29 members and 4 guests 
attended this general running day. The 
HO and O gauge layouts were in use 
with quite an assortment of loco’s and 
rolling stock appearing on both layouts. 
-AT ; 

SATURDAY 16/4/94 - OPEN DAY: 
As a result of deliberately basic adver- 
tising (to gauge the effect), and perhaps 


also Steamfest at Maitland, 61 guests © 


joined 41 members for a nonetheless 
effective Open Day, given that we still 
managed to hand out around a half- 
dozen membership applications (and 
some of those have already been back 
to the club since). “Hawkesbury” was 
also in service generating it’s usual in- 
terest with young & old alike, the op- 
portunity taken in the following week 
or so to train operators for what is 
likely to be it’s final hurrah at Liver- 
pool this year. This will be repeated 
prior to the Exhibition. -GP 
FRIDAY 29/4/94 - SLIDES with 
COL GILBERTSON: 19 members and 
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one guest were entertained once again 
by Col and his slide presentation. Top- 
ics included: a look at the disappear- 
ance of loco-hauled passenger trains in 
NSW over the past 4 years; 44, 45 and 
46 class loco’s which are set to disap- 
pear in the near future; a review of 
happenings over the last twelve 
months; steam loco charters featuring 
3112, 3501, 3642,.3801 & 5910: and for 
something different Col showed some 
slides of his visit to Exmouth Gulf in 
WA as an Air Force Reserve officer, 
which included some fine slides of In- 
dian Ocean reefs (from the back of 
Hercules aircraft in formation). -AT 


AMRA MEMBERSHIP (April) 
NSW Branch: 278 
Aust. wide: 1070 


ATTENDANCE - 1994 TO DATE 


Totals: 536 members 
115 guests 

Averages: 25.5 members 
9.0 guests 


Car Parking 


A resolution to the future use of the 
adjacent Council carpark has been 
reached with Rockdale Council. With 
effect from mid-April, rangers are ad- 
vised in advance of the Branch’s meet- 
ing dates so that we will not be booked. 
Should this happen however, do not 
waste any time in getting in touch with 
the COM or Publicity Officer. Our 
“Plan B" of securing use of a nearby 
building carpark appears certain of 
defeat, given the fee wished of the 
Branch. Details will be given once ne- 
gotiations are completed. 


New HO Exhibition Layout 


The new layout, subject of a (poorly 
subscribed ) design competition in 1992, 
will be constructed on welded alu- 
minium modules of basic size 600mm 
x 1800mm. Basic design features are 
as follows: - A NSW “general” design 
(insofar as "Hawkesbury" 1s a ‘feature’ 
design). - All six straight modules pur- 
chased will be used, allowing trains of 
a reasonable length. - 2 track mainline. 

- Code 70 hand-laid track, which will 
support large wheel flanges. - Track bed 
to be flat, with scenery to suggest gra- 
dients. - Slow action point motors. 
Some manual points in fiddle yard. - 
Operating lower quadrant signals. 
Lower quads were chosen because of 
relative ease of construction and lon- 
gevity of service, allowing trains of any 
era onto the layout. - Based on the Main 
South, once again allowing any trains 
to be run. 

A look at the enclosed diagram 
(roughly to scale) of the straight mod- 
ules will give the basic track plan. 
Considerable time was spent in decid- 
ing how much track could be comfort- 
ably put on 600mm wide modules with 
adequate scenery, and whilst a turnta- 
ble (for example) was desirable, The 
Layout MkI will stick to the width of 
the modules. Not shown in the diagram 
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is the ends, which will be basically 180 
degree curves with a crossover on each 
one and, in particular, some scenic de- 
tail near the fiddle yard to help hide it 
from public view. 

The fiddle yard (top) is a basic lad- 
der, incorporating crossovers to the 
next “lowest” road and shunting necks/ 
storage roads. The crossovers are to 
allow flexibility with such long sidings 
(between 2m and 4m in length): the 
extra leading & trailing necks allow for 
loco movements or even railcar storage. 
These “corners” of the yard will hope- 
fully also contain fixed “railer’ sections 


tionality to "Hawkesbury’s’ station ref- 
uge loops. 

At this stage, the layout has not 
been christened. If anyone can come 
up with a suitable name (other than 
“Exeter”, as strictly speaking it isn’t) I 
will shout them a club shirt myself! 

Glenn Percival 
on behalf of the layout committee 


Library News 


The somewhat stalled audit has 
kicked back into action, with a “Library 
Catalogue” folder shortly to appear in 
a holder on the side of the bookcase. It 
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door and seeing that they are attended 
to; the general conduct of meetings: and 
MAKING SURE A REPORT FOR 
“Journal” IS MADE (where applicable). 
A roster of willing volunteers is main- 
tained by the Publicity Officer, with a 
thank you to the following hardy souls 
having put their hands up thus far: 
David Bennett, Danny Elliott, Damien 
George, Barry Green, Phil Kelly, Philip 
Lee, Ross Moar, Glenn Percival, 
Graham Saint, Bruce Thompson, Alan 
Tonks, and Brian Tyson. As you can 
see, Duty Officers need NOT be 
Committeepersons, but are subject to 


ee 
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of trackage to assist in quickly placing 
rolling stock on the layout. A strip of 
perspex will also be run along the in- 
side edge of the modules to prevent 
accidents to rolling stock on the inner 
roads. Draws or trays will be installed 
under these module sections to allow 
rolling stock and other items to be 
safely stored, out of view of the public. 

The front of the layout (bottom) is 
based around Exeter, between Moss 
Vale and Bundanoon on the main 
southern line, with some additions. 
Starting from the left, the down plat- 
form contains a sheltered but open 
waiting room, whilst the up platform 
contains a building (rest rooms, etc.) 
and small signal box, which in Exeter’s 
case 1s half below platform level. A bay 
platform has been added with the fu- 
ture expansion of a branch line in mind, 
in the meantime made to look disused. 
Immediately beyond the up end of the 
station is a pedestrian crossing, with 
operating bell (and perhaps lights). 
Further “up” the line is a goods shed 
and small loop, with a gantry to sit over 
the loop section (right-hand module). 
Up from the goods siding (probably on 
the curve module) the line passes over 
a bridge, it’s interesting feature being 
the different brickwork design on each 
side. The down line features a trailing 
refuge, which will allow for a shunting 
manoeuvre in front of the audience. 
The refuge, coupled with the goods sid- 
ing, provides at least comparable func- 


will expand as more works are fully 
catalogued, and will alleviate the need 
for unauthorised people to open the 
bookcases. To further assist members, 
the catalogue could be also made avail- 
able on disk. If there are any mem- 
bers out there who would like to review 
library works, short pieces for "Jour- 
nal” would also be appreciated. The 
Branch Library of books, magazines 
and other reference works is available 


to all members, for a nominal charge 


of $2.00 for twelve months. For more 
information contact the library staff, 
one or more of whom are usually 
present each meeting day. 


AMRA NSW Clubwear 


IF ANY MEMBERS ARE CONSID- 
ERING ORDERING CLUB GAR- 
MENTS, ESPECIALLY JACKETS, 
PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDER AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. As explained 
previously in this column, orders can 
be processed only when. numbers are 
sufficient. All new Branch members 
should now receive an order form in 
their membership kit (note the new 
prices for jackets now apply) but, new 
member or “old”, it is never too late to 
place an order - order forms are always 
available from the clubroom - call, call 
in or write for one! 


Duty Officer Crew 
Duties include: opening & closing 
the clubroom; greeting guests at the 


Branch COM acceptance. If you think 
you would. like to actively help the 
Branch in this way, please contact the 
Publicity Officer. With only a couple 
more people on the Duty Officer ros- 
ter, it will only be necessary to work 
once every few months. 3 


Members’ Discounts 


The establishments listed below 
have indicated they will favour 
A.M.R.A. members as detailed. To. ob- 
tain the consideration listed, members 
MUST show a CURRENT membership 
card (establishments know what to look 
for), and be at least a little discreet. In 
the words of one retailer, "When we 
have offered extra discounts we have 
been embarrassed with the situation 
of such a member announcing that he 
should get a discount on $2 worth of 
track pins. Other customers then can- 
not comprehend why sucha clown gets 
10% when the twenty or thirty dollar 
purchase they are making doesn’t seem 
to qualify." | , 

CLASSIC HOBBIES, LIVERPOOL 
will offer further savings on their regu- 
lar prices wherever possible. 
HOBBYCO, CITY will offer 10% off 
across the store, except markdowns 
and specials. PUNCHBOWL HOBBY 
CENTRE, BANKSTOWN will offer 
10% off, except consigned goods. SYD- 
NEY HOBBIES, DRUMMOYNE will | 
offer 10% off models only, cash or 
cheque customers. A larger discount 


may be available for bulk (Club) orders. 
THE MODEL RAILWAY CENTRE, 
GYMEA will offer 10% off, except on 
consigned goods. TOYMAN IMPORTS/ 
YENNORA HOBBIES, YENNORA will 
offer further savings on their regular 
prices wherever possible. TRAINS N 
THINGS, SUTHERLAND now offer 
10% off, except on books, magazines 
and videos. VAGGS HOBBIES, 
MIRANDA will give 10% off. 
CRONULLA STEEL FABRICA- 
TORS, 6/141 Taren Point Rd 
CARINGBAH, will give favourable con- 
sideration to members. This firm was 
involved in shoring up the frame that 
the “Hawkesbury” layout travels in. 
More establishments will appear as 
confirmed, and this list also appears 


on the “A.M.R.A. N.S.W. Shop” 
noticeboard in the foyer. 
The AMRA NSW Shop 
CLUB SHIRTS 
Adult sizes 14-30 $26.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 2.00 ea. 


Personalised embroidered BONDS 
“The Penguin Shirt” polyester/cot- 
ton pocketed shirts. “Natural” (beige) 
in colour, with AMRA logo on non- 
pocket side & your name above pocket. 
CLUB JACKETS 


Adult sizes 14-26 $38.00 ea. 
Child sizes 6-16 $30.00 ea. 
Postage (if desired) $ 5.00 ea. 


KAY’S Custom Sportswear pre- 
mium jersey fleece zip jacket, embroi- 
dered and personalised as above. Dark 
brown in colour. Made to order, Janu- 
ary-November. 


CLUB VIDEOS 

A.M.R.A. in 792 $18.00 ea. 
AMRA ’91 $15.00 ea. 
BOTH together $24.00 ea. 


A.M.R.A. in ’92 appended to your 
AMRA’91_— $ 8.00 ea. 

Postage (if desired) $ 4.00 ea. 
Callin, call or write for order forms for 


the above! 

GAUGES TO AMRA STANDARDS 

Limited Stocks! 

HO GAUGE 

Wheel/Track Code 100 $ 3.40 ea. 

Code 70 $ 3.40 ea. 

Check gauge $ 6.80 ea. 

N GAUGE 

Wheel gauge $ 3.40 ea. 

Track gauge Code 80 $ 3.40 ea. 
Code 55 $ 3.40 ea. 

SELLEYS "“AQUADHERE'" 

one litre bottle $ 5.00 ea. 


ALUMINIUM DIECAST G-CLAMPS 

$ 1.50 ea. 

two inch (51mm), with plastic foot & 

handle 

C&K BRAND QUALITY SWITCHES 

#7201 DPDT $ 3.50 ea. 

#7203 DPDTcentre-off $ 3.50 ea. 

#7105 DPDT centre-off 
momentary action $ 4.00 ea. 
(for your hand throttles!) 

LIGHT EMITTING DIODES (LEDs) 


1.5mm red $ 0.75 ea. 
DIODE BRIDGES LIMITED STOCK! 
6A - PIV 100V $ 4.50 ea. 


plastic encapsulation withcentre 
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mounting hole 
SMALL ALLIGATOR CLIPS 
packet of 10 $ 1.00 pkt~ 


AMRA CAR WINDOW DECALS +e 


0.50 ea. affix to inside of back window 
CORK BALLAST STRIPS ol 
“te (for HO gauge) lm x 4cm $ 0.60 


vis (for N gauge) Lm | x. Zen 8 0. 0.20 


SAMPLES ONLY: ae 
Genuine Pelton Australian ae coal 

150g bag $8.00 ea. 
Prototype 160mm max. - 
In O, HO & N scale. 


Club Programme Notes | 


It is never too late for programme 
suggestions so if you have any, PLEASE 
jot them down and send them to the 
Committee. 


Fri- 10th “Monthly Modelling Clinic - 
Laurie Lumsden et al 
Layout Operation, HO & 
N Gauges (General) 


Sat 18th Audio/Visual "by request” 
Fri 24th Inter-club visit to Hills Dis 
trict MRC ne 
duly, 
: Sat. ond” ‘Learn the Csyotte Clinic - 
Cat .. *:HO Gauge*Layout — 
Fri 8th Monthly Modelling Clinic - 
| . Laurie Lumsden et al 
; - Layout Operation, HO & 
ete eee N Gauges (General) 
- .Sat°16th Layout Operation 
ane! (Australian) 
- Fr 22nd Modelling Demonstration - 
“The Model Railroad 
Craftsman’ (to be confirmed) 
Sun 3lst Layout Operation 
i (Gerieral). 12:00pm 
August . 


IT'S ASHAME THAT it should even 
need to be mentioned; but it has been 
requested (from within and outside 
COM) that members be reminded of 
their manners when somebody "has the 
floor” during a meeting, especially 
when that person is an invited guest. 

THE OPPORTUNITY EXISTS FOR 
AMRA members to have an "open 
night” at HobbyCo, where, after normal 
closing, we have the run of the store at 
a discount price. If members are in- 
terested in COM pursuing the offer, 
please let us know. 

OUR RESIDENT C.T.C. GURU on 
the HO layout, Fred Stell; has offered 
to run small clinics as required to give 
personal instruction on operating this 
major component of the layout. These 
instruction sessions may be held on ei- 
ther the 2nd or 4th Saturday of the 
month (i.e. a non-meeting day) as. ar- 
ranged. If you would like to gain expe- 
rience on the C.T.C. panel, speak ‘to 
Fred at the club or phone 534- 5121 to 
arrange a clinic session. 

IT IS PROPOSED THAT work may 
progress on the New HO Exhibition 
Layout on running days. If you are in- 


terested in assisting, make yourself . 


known to that subcommittee: Phil 
Kelly, Jack Parker, Bob Wardrop, Alan 
Tonks or Glenn Percival. mie 
OFFERS OF HELP ARE being 
sought for a proposed "AMRA’ 
Video Magazine’, the idea being to cap- 
ture on video highlights of each meet- 
ing, to form a record of happenings at 
Rockdale able to be borrowed from the 
Branch Library. This project is beyond 


the resources of any one person, how- » 


ever, with the sheer number of mem- 


bers with camcorders it should be pos- 


sible to collect a few minutes’ worth of 


each meeting. If you are able to help,’ 


please contact the Publicity Officer. 


Club Programme 


May | 

Sat 2lst Layout Operation — 
(European) 

Fri 27th to be advised 

June 

Sat 4th Members’ Auction (please 


book lots in by 2pm) | 


‘HON 1994 - 


NSW 


‘Sat 6th © “ Modelling Competition plus 


Videos 


| Fri 12th Monthly Modelling Clinic - 


Laurie Lumsden et al - 
Layout Operation, HO & 
N Gauges (General) 


Sat 20th Layout Operation 


(General) — 
Annual Dinner 


Fri 26th Layout Operation (UK) 


September 
Sat 3rd Visit to Central Coast Steam 
_ Modellers, Narara 
“Anniversary Day’ - by train 
Fri 9th Monthly Modelling Clinic - 
* Laurie Lumaden et al 
Layout Operation, HO & 


- N Gauges (General) 
Sat 17th Learn the Layouts Clinic - 
- *- Q Gauge Layout 

Fri 23rd _ Exhibition Preparation 

Sat 24th Exhibition Preparation — 
_ Gf necessary) nia 

October : a 

Sat lst to Mon 3rd° THE 32ND 


SYDNEY MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBI- 
- Sat-Sun 9am to 6pm 
Mon Yam to Spm 3 
Adults $6 
Children (up to yr 12) $3 
Concession $3 | 
“Family (2+2) $15 
‘Multiday $12 
"Under 5s free’ 

Fri 14th Monthly Modelling Clinic - 
Laurie Lumsden et al: 
Layout Operation, HO & 
'N Gauges (General) 

#4 OPEN DAY ** 
10am to 5:30pm 

Sat 22nd ‘tao Operation 

(Americas) ~ 
Fri‘28th Audio/Visual - to be advised 
Sun 30th Visit to Sydney Society of 
‘- -: Model Engineers "Model 
Park", Luddenham, 88th 
Anniversary Day ee 


Sat 15th 


NOTES | 7 

* WORK DAYS: Wednesdays from late 
mornings most Monday nights 7:30- 
10pm. 

* Continuing Clinics possible on Lay- 
out Operation days, including 
scratch/kitbashing, throttles & 
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President’s Piece 


Those of you who have been in the 
kitchen at Glen Iris recently will have 
undoubtedly noticed the two new cup- 
boards that were built by Jack 
Treseder. It was the original intention 
to use the small urn in the cupboard, 
but it had been decided that the urn 
must be taken out of the cupboard 
whilst in use, because the steam was 
going to damage the interior of the new 
cupboard. Thanks, Jack for another job 
well done. 

The Camberwell Exhibition has 
been and gone. This year attendances 
were down over the past few years fig- 
ures - maybe it was to be expected with 
the increasing number of exhibitions 
that are now held around Melbourne. 

It was very pleasing that Bob 
Marsden recovered from his recent ill- 
ness just in time to be able to print our 
Exhibition Guide, with the help of his 
son, David. Roger did his usual job in 
setting out the Guide and I would also 
like thank Ron Thomas and the mem- 
bers who assisted in the collation of the 


NSW Notes continued from previous 
page 


work on New Exhibition Layout. 
* On Layout Operation days PRIOR- 
ITY is given to prototype indicated. 
* Guests welcome at meetings un- 
less otherwise indicated. 
* Meeting times, unless otherwise in- 
dicated, are: 
Ist & 3rd Saturdays 2:00 to 5:30pm 
2nd & 4th Fridays 7:30 to 11:00pm. 
* Clubrooms are situated in Chapel 
Lane, Rockdale. 
Phone 567-1899. | 
* This programme is subject to change 
without notice. 
Updated programmes available from 
the Clubrooms. | 
* All correspondence on N.S.W. Branch 
matters should be addressed _ to: 
The Secretary, AMRA NSW, PO Box 
194, ROCKDALE NSW 2216. 


, 
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vi quite a large job with a print 


run of 8000 copies and not a lot of time 
in which to complete the task. 

I was personally a little disap- 
pointed with the small number of Aus- 
tralian layouts that were on display 
this year, but overall it was an enjoy- 
able exhibition. 

The awards and results of the mod- 
elling competition are included in Neil 
Hambly’s Exhibition Report. I would 
like to thank all the exhibitors and 
members who assisted at the Exhibi- 
tion and a special thanks to Carol and 
her crew for providing us with excel- 
lent meals during the exhibition. 

Planning for the 1995 Camberwell 
Exhibition is already well underway, 
with Neil at the helm. 

Now that the Great Wall of Glen Iris 
is virtually complete, I have been as- 
sured by Neil Riches that the outdoor 
group are all fired up to get on with 
building the layout; a lot of planning 
has been going on, so it will be great to 
see trains running in the near future. 

We will not be participating in the 
Ballarat Exhibition during the June 
long weekend, so at this stage our next 
public showing will be our Annual 
Open Day - more details later. 

Bob Edwards 
President 


General Notes 


March Meeting 

No meeting held as the evening was 
for setting up for the Camberwell Ex- 
hibition. 
April Meeting 

The agenda item was presented by 
Stuart Westerman, on the topic of Es- 
tablishing a Timetable on Your Layout, 
with particular reference to 
timetabling on his own layout 
Mousehaven. 
Competition Winners 
Model - I McKenna -Pumping Station 
- 75 pts 
Photo - Print - Double Deck Set - 
S Westerman- 80 pts 
Slide - No Entries 


Ballarat Exhibition 

The Branch is not participating in 
the 1994 Exhibition which is held over 
the long weekend in June. 

Open Days Weekend 

Will be held on the weekend of 27 
and 28 August 1994. Organisers are 
W Secker and R Marsden. 

It is requested that any member 
who has a suitable layout that could 
be operated and displayed at this event, 
please contact one of the organisers. 

Further details as to what will be 
on display etc, will be notified in next 
Journal. | 
SLS of V Open Day 

The Steam Locomotive Society of 
Victoria is holding an Open Day at their 
Rowans Road, Moorabbin Headquar- 
ters on Saturday 21 May 1994 from 10 
am. 

If any member is attending, please 
advise our Secretary a week before- 
hand. 

BBQ facilities are available - BYO 
food, etc. : 

Alternation to Agenda 

The UK timetable operation listed 
to be held on Sunday 3 July 1994 has 
been altered to the first Sunday. in Au- 
gust, namely the 7th. | 

The timetable operation for Sunday 
3 July will be USA General. 
Daylighters 

It is proposed that the session held 
on the 2nd Thursday of each month be 
discontinued beginning in August 1994, 
as this session tends to cause difficul- 
ties for some members wishing to at- 
tend the Social Meeting that evening. 

Members are reminded that they 
are expected to put in a couple of hours 
in the morning on working bee-type 
jobs, with the afternoon for layout op- 
eration. | 
Auction Night 

The Annual Auction will be held on 
Thursday 14 July 1994. Lots for auc- 
tion to be in by 7.30 pm, with auction 
to start as soon as possible after 8 pm. 

Forms will be available at the June 


meeting. 


Commission as follows: 

Sold lots - 10% of knock down value 
with a minimum of 50 cents per lot. 

Unsold lots - 10% of final bid value 
with a minimum of 50 cents and a 
maximum of $2 per lot. 

All lots must have a reserve price(s) 
noted on the form. 
Missing 

One of the Clubs blue jackets has 
not been returned from the Camberwell 
Exhibition. Would the borrower please 
return as soon as possible. 


Programme 


June 1994 

Fr 3 1930 
trian Era 4/5 
Sun 5 1330 


European Night - Aus- 


Timetable Operation - 

Australian 

Daylighters 

Daylighters 

Social Meeting - 

Producing Brass Models 

by John Sargent 

Photo - 

Railway Construction 

Model - 

Standard Categories 

Timetable Operation - 

BYO train 

Junior Day - Ross 
Pearson & Laurie Bugeja 

Daylighters 

Daylighters 

Timetable Operation - 

Australian 

Clinic - Electronics for 

Model Railways - 

D Marsden 


Mon 6 1000 
Thu 9 1000 
Thu 9 1930 


Sat 111330 
Sun 191000 


Mon 201000 
Thu 231000 
Thu 231930 


Thu 301930 


July 1994 
Fri 1 =1930 European Night - Swiss 
Era 4/5 

Timetable Operation - 
USA Genera! 
Daylighters 

Junior Day - John 
Gardner & Ron Welsh 
Daylighters 

Auction Night 

Photo : 
Camberwell Exhibition 
Model - 

Standard Categories 
Timetable Operation - 
BYO train 

Daylighters 
Daylighters 

Timetable Operation - 
USA Western 1950 


Library Notes 


Another flood of new books, very 
welcome, but it’s just as well that I don’t 
have to fill a fixed space in each issue 
of Journal. 

The main beneficiaries of this 
month’s intake are the British model- 
lers, with a considerable gift from 
Grahame Turner. We start with two big 


Sun 3 1330 


Mon 4 1000 
Sat 9 1000 


Thu 141000 
thu 141930 


Sat 161330 


Mon 181000 
Thu 281000 
Thu 281930 


coffee tablers, The Golden Age of Brit- 


ish Steam, by John Westwood, and 150 


Years of British Steam (which doesn’t 
admit to having an editor). They both 
have quite wonderful large-format pho- 
tographs especially of locomotives, and 
especially British. : 

Photographs again, this time a col- 
lection from a very well-known railway 
photographer, the late Bishop Eric 
Treacy. The title is Eric Treacy, Rail- 
wav Photograpler, and the collection 
was made, and extensively annotated 
by P.B.Whitehouse and G.Freeman 
Allen. Wonderful stuff. 

Two books from the Steam Past se- 
nes from Allen & Unwin: Man of the 
Southern: Jim Evans Looks Back, and 
D.W.Winkworth’s Maunsell’s Nelsons. 
Evans started as a booking-boy, and at 
the time of writing had spent many 
years as a main-line driver. He writes 
well, and evokes well the love-hate re- 
lationship the drivers had with their 
mighty charges. Still on the Southern, 
the Lord Nelsons were dubiously suc- 
cessful, but still earned considerable 
affection. Winkworth shows why. 

Still British, but more directly on 
modelling are three books from Wild 
Swan Publications, who design and 
print truly beautiful books, but (at least 
in Australia), have a lot to learn about 
distribution. Guy Williams’ The 4mm 
Engine: a Scratch builder’s Guide takes 
the novice from selection of basic tools 
to just short of painting and finishing. 
Even if you don’t know one end of a 
soldering iron from the other (you’d 
soon learn, wouldn’t you?) there’s still 
plenty to learn about model engines. 
More on locos from Iain Rice, in his 
Locomotive Kit Chassis Construction, 
and Whitemetal Locos: a Kitbuilder’s 
Guide, which are probably closer to 
home for most of us. I need to sit down 
for a long read with the latter. I need it 
badly! Luckily, lain Rice is very read- 
able, as seen in Model Railway Jour- 
nal. And again from Rice, but this time 
from Irwell Press, the first of their 
Model Railways Illustrated Hand- 
books, Detailing and Improving Ready 
to Run Wagons, which again should be 
of interest to most of us. 

And for the complete novice (and I 
find myself pretty often in that class) 
there’s 1001 Model Railway Questions 
and Answers, by that veteran 
C.J.Freezer. Again, it’s aimed at the 
British modeller, and does show up how 
many differences in style there are 
from here, but again (again) there are 
answers to many of the questions we 
ask ourselves, if not others. And it’s fun 
to browse through. 

Right at the other end of the model- 
ling spectrum is The Fabulous Franklin 
& South Manchester Railroad by 
George Sellios. The layout starts with 
two big cities, and I mean big BIG, but 


the book is a collection of shots of the: 


absolutely minutely detailed little 
scenes everywhere about it, with com- 
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mentary by Sellios, the builder. He 
doesn’t suffer from modesty, false or 
otherwise but really the word “fabu- 


_ lous’ doesn’t stretch the truth. It raises 


the old question: does this sort of thing 
inspire us to greater heights, or just 


depress us, and turn us to stamp col- 


lecting instead. Another nice thing 
about it is that it was given to us, by 
Ross Pearson. - 

Brian Southwell 


1994 Exhibition 


The Annual Exhibition was held at 
the Camberwell Civic Centre over the 
Labour Day Long Weekend. _ 

It was successful, as not much nega- 
tive feedback was heard, although I 
believe attendance numbers were down 
from last year. 

A hew commercial exhibitor was 
Linic Proops from Western Australia, 
selling tools. It proved to be very popu- 
lar with the modelling fraternity. 

New layouts not previously shown 
at Camberwell were Bill Hoare and Bob 
Gartside’s Leanganook’ VR prototype, 
Melbourne ’N’ trak US prototype, Sev- 
ern Valley British prototype, "Tolmie’ 
VR narrow gauge HO N3 and HO N2- 
1/2 by Bayside Model Railway Club, 
"Twin Hills’ by Ron Roberts ’N’ scale, 
"Die Oberdrautal Bahn’ Swiss ’0’ scale 
narrow gauge by Graham Nitz and 
John Gilmour and Brocklebank Line, 
British ’N’ scale by Doug Kelly. 

A very big thank you to all mem- 
bers who helped over the weekend, 
without whom the exhibition would not 
have been possible. 

The following awards were made: 
BEST PRIVATE LAYOUT 
"Franken Bahn’ - Rob Wingad 
BEST SOCIETY OR GROUP DISPLAY 
"Wills St’ - AMRA Vic Branch 
BEST COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
Precision Scale Models 
BEST DISPLAY BY PUBLIC VOTE 
Franken Bahn’ 

EXHIBITORS CHOICE 
*Leanganook’- Bill Hoare .and Bob 
Gartside 

OPEN MODELLING COMPETITION 
WINNER AMRA TROPHY - BEST 
MODEL 

Phillip Shafter - Tool & Work Vehicles 
BEST LOCOMOTIVE 

Adrian Gunzberg - Midland Railway 
WA Loco SN 3-1/2 

BEST ROLLING STOCK 
PASSENGER: Frank Kelly VR 
AV Car 

FREIGHT: Phillip Shafter, 
Tool & Work Vehicles 

BEST LINESIDE STRUCTURE 

John McCallum - SAR Coal & Water 
Towers 

BEST AUSTRALIAN PRODUCER KIT 
Trevor Reeves - ’V Line ’N’ Class Die- 


sel 
Neil Hambly 
Exhibition Manager 
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From the Blastpipe 


Once again as I write this, we are 
all holding our breaths. This time, we 
are waiting for the actual building ap- 
proval from the BCC so that construc- 
tion can begin on the clubrooms. if 
nothing else, its taught us all a lesson 
in patience. Otherwise everything else 
seems to be going OK but that could be 
famous last words! 

We are also hoping that everything 
is going to be great for another success- 
ful exhibition, but with the current ex- 
hibition committee I don’t think that 
will be any worry at all. The media con- 
sultant has certainly been able to get 
us a fairly wide exposure in the local 
papers, radio and TV so it should be a 
good one. Anyway by the time you read 
this, it will all be history. I just hope 
my Mastercard can recover in time for 
next year! 

With everything up in the air be- 
cause of the move to the new building 
it’s heartening to see that we are still 
getting plenty of people to all the meet- 
ings. Please do not lose interest in the 
club over the next few months because 
there is always somebody at the club 
who is looking for a bit of a chin wag 
and a cuppa. I think all we have to-do 
is get Alan “Big Al’ Macdonald going 
and we could stay there for hours. If 
you think his articles in the Journal 
are good, you should hear them in per- 
son (especially if SM South Brisbane 
joins in). It really makes me happy to 
be in a club like that. 

Finally, I would like to thank all the 
people who would have put in a big ef- 
fort for this years show. It always 
amazes me how hard we all work for 
the three days but still look forward to 
the next year. It must be all the other 
incentives that happen to be there. I 
must especially thank the ladies who 
also work so hard for the branch. With- 
out them, the show could never be as 
successful as it is. Lastly, the exhibi- 
tion committee must be congratulated 
on the professional manner in which it 
has organised the 1994 show. It makes 
our exhibition something special for 
those who have exhibits and those who 
come to look and is a showcase for the 
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hobby which proves Model Railways 
Are Fun. 
Happy modelling 
Tony Weber 


Monthly Gatherings 


Our February monthly gathering 
received a good roll up from members. 
The management reported on issues 
being processed, these included a ma- 
jor restructuring of our insurance cov- 
erage and policies. A lot of hard work 
and frustration by Secretary Bob 
Mawson which has resulted in a good 
result. Also it was reported the prob- 
lems with approvals with the construc- 
tion of the new clubrooms. Mainly pa- 
perwork it seems. A report for our com- 
ing 1994 Exhibition was given, prov- 
ing it will be a most interesting event 
with 59 exhibits. 

The entertainment was an informal 
show and tell session. Don Warn gave 
an insight to weathering his DJH 60 
class NSW Garratt, Bill Dunn spoke 
about his experiences with the 3300 
class electric locomotives, Chris Malone 
informed us on Q.R. Heritage rolling 
stock matters and Bob Mawson gave 


an interesting illustrated talk on his 


latest tree making activities. Bob finds 
tree making a very interesting part of 
the hobby often relating various types 
of trees to people he knows. Finally 
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Steve Malone screened a short video 
about Melbourne Trams and it’s peo- 
ple. 

Our March gathering was similar to 
the February meeting, with a report 
from management and general enter- 
tainment. It was mainly a slide evening 
with a collection of slides from the 
1950’s about the U.K., Tallylyn Rail- 
way from Eric Lyons’ collection. Also 
Jim Bilby screened some U.K. slides 
from his recent trip to the old country. 
Chris Malone gave an update on Q.R. 
Historical news and Ted Ward did not 
disappoint us with an interesting seg- 
ment also mentioning the Beyer 
Garratt 1009 restoration news at Ips- 
wich Workshops. 


Branch Timetable 


As outlined in the report from Tony, 
things in the Queensland Branch are 
still up in the air. Perhaps by the time 
you read this our new clubrooms will 
be almost complete. Meetings will most 
likely continue on the casual basis, 2nd 
and 4th Thursday evenings and Ist, 
3rd, and 5th Saturday afternoons with 
extras thrown in to meet the work that 
needs to be done on the new premises. 
The Branch’s 40th Anniversary will be 
celebrated this year at some suitable 
time to suit the circumstances. 


Prototype sizes 

mm. equiv. 
Flanged: 
|| Flanged rim insul. 
Non-flanged: 7 
Non flanged rim insul. 
No of spokes: 


throws. 


Telephone (day) 02 327 5085 


For Sale 


“O" gauge 2 and 3-rail locomotive drivers. All fine grey-iron, 
factory cast and machined. Ex ooo O’ Euston Road, England 
5’ iT) 


All wheels milled square centred for accurate quartering. 
Counter-weights threaded 8ba. Crank throws 5/16" (8mm). 
ALSO: 2 fine grey factory castings suitable for machining to 6’6" 
(46mm) + or - Imm. Castings include counter-weights and crank- 


Prices: At a discount to current market of nearly 40%. 

$7 each, post-paid. Castings: $3, post-paid. 

ALL BRAND NEW, FACTORY CAST & MACHINED, NEVER USED. 
Contact Mr K. A. Grant 5 Aston Gardens Bellevue Hill NSW 2023. 


5’6" 5’0" 4’6" 
42 40 36 33 
2 1 1 
2 1 
3 | 
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Simon’s Scribblings 


The Branch Management Commit- 
tee was alarmed to find recently that 
the income from cool drink sales had 
dropped dramatically in the past nine 
months. The inescapable conclusions 
are that some member or members (or 
perhaps visitors) are not paying for the 
eans that they take (i.e. they are 
STEALING them) and that money is 
being STOLEN from the cool drink 
"Honour Box’. 

This is a situation that the Branch 
Management Committee cannot allow 
to continue, as the losses have been 
substantial - somewhere between $185 
and $260 between July 1993 and now. 
By the time that you read this, the 
Committee will have taken action to 
stop this. That action is to padlock the 
refrigerator. Cool drinks can now be 
obtained by getting the Duty Officer 
away from other duties to undo the 
padlock, to hand over the selected cool 
drink and to accept payment, includ- 
ing giving of any necessary change. 

Also, to attempt to recover some of 
the losses on cool drink operations in 
1993/94, the purchase price of the cool 
drinks has been raised to $1.00 per can. 

I would like to apologise to the hon- 
est members of the Branch for any in- 
convenience that they may now expe- 
rience due to the increased security 
forced upon us all by the actions of, 
hopefully, only a few dishonest ones. 
Meeting Fees 

Perhaps I have been forgetful and 
not reminding members to sign the 
Attendance Book at Branch meetings 
and to put their Attendance Money in 
the ice cream container that doubles 
as an "Honour Box’ for such. And, of 
course, | am not present at any of the 
Saturday meetings (due to my commit- 
ments with the Bennett Brook Railway 
at Whiteman Park) and at many of the 
special interest group meetings. 

The fact is that at most meetings, 
the amount of money in the ice cream 
container "Honour Box’ is less than 
would be expected from the number of 
members who have, at least, signed the 
Attendance Book. Perhaps some mem- 
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bers are forgetting to put their money 
in when they sign the Book; perhaps 
there are some who are taking a bit 
more change from the ice cream con- 
tainer Honour Bow’ than they’re enti- 
tled to. Last year, there was some evi- 
dence that the latter was occurring, as 
often a $5.00 note seen in the "Honour 
Box’ by one of the Management Com- 
mittee during the course of the after- 
noon or evening would have disap- 
peared by the time that the Duty Of- 
ficer for the meeting or the Treasurer 
had collected and counted the money. 
Since then, the Duty Officer generally 
removes any bank notes that he sees 
in the "Honour Box’ during the course 
of the meeting but, as I have already 
said, it is rare for the amount of money 
collected from the "Honour Box’ to 
match what would have been expected 
from the number of members attend- 
ing the meeting... 

So, remember to sign the attendance 
book as soon as you come into the 
Clubrooms and to put your attendance 
money in the ice cream container ’hon- 
our box’. | 
1994 Model Railway Exhibition 

It is important that the Exhibition 
generates the funds to keep the Branch 
running for the following year and to 
add to our “Building Fund". A good re- 
turn is essential to keep our building 
extensions progressing. 

Planning and preparation for this 
year’s Exhibition are now well under 
way. Invitations have been sent out to 
potential exhibitors of operational 
model railway layouts and letters to 
*kindred societies’ and to those traders 
dealing in model railway items will be 
sent out in the next week or so. | 

If you have an operating model rail- 
way layout that you wish to exhibit but 


have not received an invitation, please 


contact me as soon as possible. 

1994 Annual General Meeting 
Make a note in your diary or on the 

calendar now - the Branch’s Annual 

General Meeting this year is on Mon- 

day, 4th July, starting at 8.00pm. 

- The Management Committee is 

seeking nominations for "Clubman of 

the Year" to receive the Ted Thoday 
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Encouragement Award, now known as 
“The Western Australian Branch ’Club’ 


Award’. Put on your thinking caps, 


work out who you think has made an 
exceptional contribution to the 
Branch’s activities during the past 
twelve months and then let Gary Arcus 


or any of the Management Committee 


know, preferably in writing, who your 
nominee is. The Management Commit- 


_tee will then sift through the nomina- 


tions and select "The Clubman of the 

Year’ for 1994 and this will be an- 

nounced and a presentation made at 
the Annual General Meeting. 

Simon Mead 

President 


Membership Matters 


Another nine persons living in West- 
ern Australia have joined the Associa- 
tion since the last issue was published 
and consequently, without any further 


payment, they are also members of the 
Western Australian Branch. They are:- 


Alan COX = Scarborough ’OO’ 
Craig & Stuart HERRON Midvale 
’'N’ 


Owen LEGGO __.. Armadale 

700’, "N’ 

Henri & Henri (Jnr’) RAAFS 
Kingsley °0077HO’ 2 
Adam ROWE Dianella "HO’ 
Nigel SMITH Willeton ’OO’ 


Sidney THOMAS Busselton 
°0077HO’ . 
We welcome them all ’aboard’ and 
hope that their membership of the As- 
sociation and of the Western Austral- 
ian Branch, in particular, will be both 

enjoyable and fruitful. 

Alan Porter 
Branch Registrar 


From the Reading Room 


Magazine donations continue to fill 
the Library’s reference collections. Very 
welcome contributions have been re- 
ceived from Barry Bryant, Garry 
Pilmoor and Paul Kehoe. Donated 
magazines which duplicate our exist- 
ing holdings are packaged for resale at 
the Model Railway Exhibition and in 
the Clubrooms, earning valuable in- 
come for the Branch. We are always 
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interested in completing our collections 
or in adding new magazine titles to the 
collection. If you want to check what 
we have, please refer to the red folders 
on the top shelf just inside the Library 
- these give you a clear picture of what 
we already have. 

Paul Kehoe and Ron Dyer (neither 
are members of A.M.R.A.) have also 
donated to the Library a number of 
books on building and operating model 
railways (including A023, A034, JO05). 

Special recognition is also needed 
for Gus Durham who regularly makes 
new magazine boxes for the Library. 
Gus’ quiet contribution to the Branch 
is a tremendous example of the efforts 
which keep the Branch operating. 

The new Library recording system 
is now operating smoothly. In conjunc- 
tion with this, a review of some long 
outstanding loans has been made and 
most have now been returned. Unfor- 
tunately, some have not - hence the 
need for the new ’fine’ system. 

Please allow all members to enjoy 
the Library facility and at the same 
time avoid an overdue fine yourself by 
returning promptly all items that you 
have borrowed. 

Gary Arcus 
Library Co-ordinator 


Around the Layouts 


To start this report, some good news! 
I have, due to a slow down at work, 
been able to get along to the Clubrooms 
on a number of recent Saturdays and 
it is very pleasing to see so much use 
being made of “Haltwhistle” and the 
courtesy and good manners of the mem- 
bers using it. There does not seem to 
be any arguments and, in fact, the an- 
nouncement by one of the users asking 
if anyone wanted to run their trains 
was most heartening. Keep up the good 
work and the ‘night’ attitudes. 

It is also pleasing to see work pro- 
gressing on ‘Ebford Regis” and on the 
Student Layout’. However, the over- 
load warning buzzer on “Ebford Regis” 
seems to still be going off quite regu- 
larly, which means that there are still 
a lot of gremlins to be found! Don’t for- 
get that the 1995 Model Railway Exhi- 
bition will come around a lot quicker 
than you think, so we need to keep the 
work going. The ’Student Layout’ is 
progressing slowly but surely and a few 
more willing hands would not go astray. 

Talking of Exhibitions, the 1994 one 
will be upon us shortly and with it goes 
the responsibility, given this year to the 
’N’ scale group, of representing the 
Branch by displaying a working, pro- 
fessionally operated layout. 

To achieve this, the ’N’ scale group 
members felt that a change was re- 
quired, that the same old ’not that lay- 
out again’ format was not acceptable, 
so we have set about making some new 
modules. The addition of these modules 
will not only increase the size of the 
layout but will also allow the station 
modules to be retired. The Layout 
Room is too small at the moment to 


accommodate the new format, which at 
the 1994 Model Railway Exhibition will 
also include a number of modules 
owned by individual members and, as 
such, will only be seen at the 1994 
Model Railway Exhibition, so I encour- 
age all members to come along to the 
Exhibition and see this great-layout. - 

The 1994 Model Railway Exhibition 
is a three day affair and, as the number 
of members in the ’’N’ scale group is not 
large, we are seeking assistance to help 
us with the running. We have a special 
night on 6th May, when the operating 
rules will be explained and, hopefully, 
a roster can be put together. If you can- 
not make it on that night but are pre- 
pared to assist with the running of the 
layout, then either contact me direct 
or leave your details in my ’pigeon hole’ 
at the Clubrooms. The ’N’ scale ’boys’ 
will be busy testing the new modules 
for running performance and electrical 
continuity. Once this has been 
achieved, it will then only be a matter 
of doing the scenery and putting the 
finishing touches to the modules so that 
they are ready for mid-May. 

I must thank Dennis Ling and the 
’O’ scale ’boys’ for their offers of assist- 
ance and the ’lads’ building modules 
will, | am sure, make use of their 
knowledge. I have also asked Dennis 
to look after the “Ossie Gully” U-Drive 
layout if it is to be a part of the 1994 
Model Railway Exhibition. He has 
agreed and will be putting together a 
roster of members to look after it. 

Barry Bryant 
Layouts Co-ordinator 


"Fly on the Wall’ 


at the Management Committee 
Meetings 
January 

J. Clark advised that G. Foster and 
R. Hands would accredit members as 
safe lathe operators. S. Mead agreed 
to contact R. Green regarding accredi- 
tation for air brushing. Ten binders for 
"Railway Modeller” to be acquired. K. 
Hatcher to be asked to join Commit- 
tee. Final’ figure given (32) for mem- 
bers not renewing for 1993/94. New 
Library Rules discussed and agreed to 
implement as from 19/2. Set of ’O0O’ 
stock being prepared for controlled use 
by members. Discussion and decisions 
on soliciting sponsorship, on layout 
searching, on advertising policy and on 
offers of assistance from members in 
respect of 1994 Model Railway Exhibi- 
tion. Discussion and decision on nature 
and timing of raffle. Decision to pur- 
chase two more Ivo Peters videos to 
complete Branch collection. Discussion 
on relaxing policy for 1994 of keeping 
Ossie Gully Cup in Clubrooms. Empha- 
sis on need to administer ‘lay by’ pro- 
cedure for “Moojebing Market” cor- 
rectly. Decision to purchase Vol.3 of 
“Great Western Branch Line Model- 
ling” and “The Art of Weathering’. Dis- 
cussion on problems of obtaining serv- 
ices of licenced builder for Clubrooms 


extension project. Also, confirmation 
that rear fence is on alignment defined 
in lease documents. Progress report on 
survey of members’ wishes for new lay- 
outs. Opportunity to acquire a compu- 
ter controlled, student project layout 
from Wesley College outlined. Need 
emphasised to maintain watering of 
shrubbery and to ensure all watering 


points are non blocked - timer for tap 


to be acquired to give more flexibility 
of watering times. 
February 

K. Hatcher joined Committee. Li- 
brary to take subscription to "Model- 
ling Railways Illustrated” from Aus- 
tralian source. Subaru has declined of- 
fer to sponsor Exhibition. Discussion 
re a member who had bought goods 
from M.Mkt” with a cheque later dis- 
honoured by bank. Wesley College lay- 
out discussed, although Committee 
members suggested the video of the 
layout had shown little that may be of 
use. Watering timer installed and sto- 
len within 11 days, replacement timer 
and lock stolen within another 8 days - 
timer proposal to be abandoned in fa- 
vour of Duty Officers ensuring that 
shrubbery is watered at every meeting. 
Letter from D. McLean re a Club T- 
shirt and taps & dies for "Paddington 
Market" - T-shirt only to be undertaken 
if a reasonable number can be pre-sold 
in order to protect Branch finances (for 
discussion at next "Have Your Say”), 
G. Pilmoor noted that AMRA discount 
offered by local suppliers of taps & dies 
made it unlikely that Branch could of- 
fer these to members with a suitable 
saving to them. Request from 
Castledare Miniature Railways for 
monthly access to Clubrooms to show 
films and videos - to ease pressure on 
Duty Officers, possibility of LMS Mod- 
ellers group and the Southern Model- 
lers group ’sharing’ Clubrooms with 
Castledare on same evenings. Sugges- 
tion from T. Thoday for Branch to pur- 


_chase binding machine for Library use 


and hire to members discussed but not 
adopted. Discussion on Exhibition mat- 
ters (draft of proposed letter to prospec- 
tive layout exhibitors, advertising ex- 
penditure, distribution of Members’ 
Exhibition Pack, date for draw of raf- 
fle, retention of $80 payment to layout 
exhibitors plus reasonable transporta- 
tion expenses and limited number of 
lunch vouchers). Suitable person to 
supervise Clubrooms extension project 
has been found and approached. J. Ellis 
to check structural drawings prepared 
by D. Pitkin. Proposal to seek defini- 
tion from City of Bayswater of mean- 
ing of ’substantial progress’ by 30/6/94 
in Planning Approval. Purchase of a 
live centre for Branch lathe to be in- 
vestigated. Embleton PEAC request for 
a demonstration of making models of 
buildings agreed - possible excellent 
opportunity to introduce young persons 
to the hobby. More results from mem- 
ber survey of new layouts desires. AGM 
set down for 4th July. Agreement to 
purchase video “Railroading in the Win- 


ter of °93". Decision to take up G. 
Watson offer for copies to be made of 
his B/W negatives of WAGR wagons as 
a Library date source. 


Throttles - Pulse or 
‘Smooth? 


There have been many articles writ- 
ten over the years about pulse and 
smooth DC throttles and whether there 
is a greater danger of motor damage 
through overheating when using a 
pulse throttle. 

Some modellers have used pulse 
throttles successfully for years with no 
problems, whilst others have had mo- 
tors overheat and fail, and as a result 
would not touch pulse throttles with 
the proverbial barge pole! As in many 
other situations where the facts are not 
clear, emotions and personal experience 
tend to take over and strong biases tend 
to develop either ’for’ or against’ pulse 
throttles. : 

Now although it is generally ac- 
cepted that locomotives will run hot- 
ter when being controlled by a pulse 
throttle and, because of the extra heat 
generated, could be more susceptible 
to motor burnout and failure, the like- 
lihood of damage depends on many fac- 
tors. 

Some of these include :- 

(a) The type of pulse being produced 
bv the throttle (full wave rectified AC, 
half wave rectified AC, exponential, 
rectangular). 

(b) The make and model of locomo- 
tives, and even whether the locomotive 
is new and mechanically tight, or well 
run in and loose. 

ic) The load applied to the locomo- 
tive by way of rolling stock being hauled 
and whether the track is level or 
graded. 

(d) The operating conditions under 
which the locomotive is running, such 
as whether the locomotive is running 
continuously for long periods of time, 
or just in short bursts. 

Pulse waveforms can have widely 
different shapes, heights, durations 
and repetition rates. These differences 
directly affect locomotive performance 
and motor heating. Now, I am no elec- 
tronics expert, and can only go by what 
I read, so cannot give an opinion on the 
question of pulse type. That would need 
to be addressed by an expert. 

In the same way, I cannot express a 
truly representative opinion on which 
makes or models of locomotives could 
be more susceptible to damage. My ex- 
periences are limited to ’N’ scale loco- 
motives manufactured by Graham 
Farish, Minitrix, Life Like, Con-Cor 
and Kato. The experience I have had 
has been through a normal operating 
environment and would have no scien- 
tific basis. For any meaningful discus- 
sion to take place, I would have to set 
up a test bed, or controlled environ- 
ment, take measurements and try to 
relate those measurements to heat gen- 
erated, and faults observed. 


- What I can comment on, though, is 
the loads applied to locomotives and the 
operating conditions. 

On an average home layout, a op- 
erating conditions would not normally 
be classified as being very arduous. 
Generally, continuous running would 
be for short durations only, there would 
be a restricted load being pulled (due 
to the size of most *>home’ layouts) and 
there is likely to be a reasonable 
amount of shunting being carried out. 
In this situation a pulse throttle is not 
likely to cause motor damage to any 
locomotive and, in fact, the advantages 


of a pulse throttle (that being the abil- 


ity to run locomotives at extremely slow 
speed) can be used to the full. The 
smooth prototypical starting, slow run- 
ning and stopping of trains at stations 
or whilst performing shunting opera- 
tions add greatly to the realism of a 
layout. In this situation, a pulse throt- 
tle would probably be the best type of 
throttle to use. 

_ The same cannot be said however 
for exhibition running on the "West-N- 
Trak" ’N’ scale layout. Here we have a 
situation where the operating condi- 
tions are very arduous, where locomo- 
tives are expected to haul long trains 
continuously for lengthy periods of 
time, and it is here that members have 
been having troubles with their. loco- 
motives. Motors are getting very hot 
indeed, with a number of the Branch’s 
locomotives and individual member’s 
own locomotives suffering damage. 

This naturally is of great concern to 
the ’N’ scale Special Interest Group 
members, particularly in the light of 
the involvement of the ' 'West-N-Trak” 
layout in the Model Railway Exhibition 
in June this year. At a recent “Topics 
Night” the question of throttles was 
discussed at length. As stated previ-. 
ously, experiences and biases came to 
the forefront and the majority of the 
members were not happy with the 
pulse throttles but would prefer to see 
the layout running with smooth DC 
throttles. It was therefore decided to 


build a smooth DC throttle and test it | 


against our current pulse throttles to 
find out through practical tests 
whether in fact the smooth DC was 
better than the pulse throttle when 
used on “West-N-Trak’. 


We opted to build a throttle based - 
on the circuit described in an article 


by Ron Solly in the August 1989 issue 
of “Australian Model Railway Maga- 


zine". This article described a circuit ~ 


that satisfies the needs of ’N’ scalers. 


The throttle itself 1s a combination of 
pulse and smooth DC. It provides a _ 


positive pulse only when the throttle 


is at its minimum settings, with the - 
pulse being over ridden by the normal 


smooth supply as the power is in- 
creased. The pulse component allows 
for good slow speed operations when 
starting, stopping and shunting but 
cuts out completely once speed in- 
creases. 

A test throttle was assembled and 
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at a recent ’N’ scale Special Interest 
Group meeting night, it was connected 
to the Outer Main track of the "West- 
N-Trak" layout. This layout is based on 
N-Trak standards and its current con- 
figuration is 7800 mm long by 2400 mm 


wide, giving an approximate track cir- 


cuit length of 18 metres. This length, 


when calculated out to prototypical 


scale length, gives us a run of about 
2.9 kilometres per circuit. Onto this 
track we assembled. a 20 car freight 
train and attached the two Life-Like 
Alco FA2 locomotives. These were run 
continuously for twelve circuits of the 
layout before stopping and checking the 
locomotives for heat. Both locomotives 
were found to be still cold. At the same 
time, the slow speed capabilities of the 
throttle were tested with what ap- 
peared to be very good results. 

The next step in fact was to test the 
smooth DC against the pulse throttle. 
For this, we assembled another 20 car 
freight train and placed it on the Inner 
Main track, which was controlled: by 
one of the Branch’s pulse throttles. To 
this train we attached one of the FA2 
locomotives that had been running on 
the Outer Main. This basically formed 
two identical trains, with the trains set 
up for running in the same direction. 
Both trains were started off slowly to 
check out’ the slow running character- 
istics of both throttles. To the naked 
eye, there was no noticeable difference 
in the slow speed operation of both con- 
trollers. Once we had determined this, 
we brought both trains up to normal 
operating speed, with both trains run- 
ning as closely as possible at the same 
speed. After twelve circuits, the trains 
were stopped and the locomotives 
tested for motor heat. The locomotives 
were checked out by all the members 
present, the majority of whom did not 
know which engine was off which track, 
but all agreed that the locomotive 
which had been running on the Outer 
Main, under the control of the smooth 
DC throttle, was cold, while the pulse 
controlled engine was getting very 
warm. For the members present it was 
proof enough that the pulse throttle did 
cause the motors to heat up and the 
consensus was to change over to the 
smooth DC throttle. We will, however, 
continue to test the throttle over the 
next few months to iron out any bugs | 
that may be present. One aspect that 
has come to light is the fact that the 
hand held throttle is getting warm due 
to the internal heat sink and it has been _ 
proposed that in production models of 
the smooth DC throttle we include an 
external heat sink. 

At the following meeting, John 
Miller tested two identical Atlas GP9 
locomotives. These are extremely heavy 
engines and heat up very quickly. Again 


~ two trains of equal length were assem- 


bled, one on the Inner Main and one on 
the Outer Main. After testing the slow 
speed running (again with no notice- 


able difference between the two types 


of throttle), John brought the trains up 
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to normal speed. this time only three 
circuits of the layout were required 
before John did his tongue test’. The 
engine on the Outer Main, controlled 
by the smooth DC throttle, was warm 
but not excessively hot. However, the 
locomotive that had been running on 
the pulse controlled Inner Main was so 
hot that John actually burnt his tongue! 

Now, as a group we are not against 
the use of pulse throttles. They are 
ideal for slow movements, shunting 
operations and on layouts where large 
amounts of continuous running are not 
envisaged. On a large layout, such as 
“West-N-Trak”", where continuous run- 
ning, particularly at exhibitions is a 
feature, we feel that the smooth DC 
throttle appears to be the better option. 

Other groups within the Branch 
were interested in the results of our 
tests and the successful outcome of 
those tests has meant that we are try- 
ing to find a suppher who can produce 
the circuit boards. To date, interest 
from members of the Branch has been 
for about 40 circuit boards and I’m sure 
that there will be circuit boards avail- 
able for any other members of the 
Branch who were not, to date, aware 
of what advantages we have observed 
for the smooth DC throttle and who 
might be interested in building their 
own throttles. The “West-N-Trak” will 
require three smooth DC throttles and 
these will be on the layout in time for 
testing of the new modules in April. 
Any member interested in looking at 
these throttles can see them in action 
then. 


Barry Bryant 
Layouts Co-ordinator 
Programme 
May 
Sat 21st General Club Activities 
Note 4 
Wed 25th General Club Activities 
Note 4 
Sat 28th EQUIPMENT 


PREPARATION FOR 
EXHIBITION Note 13 


Mon 30th EXHIBITOR BRIEFING 
Note 14 

June 

Wed Ist Exhibition preparations and 
loading of barricading and 
other equipment Note 15 

Fri 3rd = Setting up of Exhibition 
Note 16 

Sat 4th 1994 Model Railway 
Exhibition Note 17 

Sun 5th 1994 Model Railway 
Exhibition Note 17 

Mon 6th 1994 Model Railway 
Exhibition including Take- 
down of Exhibition Note 18 

Wed 8th Return of barricading and 
other equipment to 
Clubrooms Note 19 

Sat 1lth General Club Activities 
Note 4 

Mon 13th Sn3% Special Interest 


Group Meeting Note 11 
Wed 15th General Club Activities 
Note 4 


Fri 17th ’N’ scale Special Interest 
Group Meeting Note 2 
Sat 18th SPECIAL PROJECT 
AFTERNOON Note 20° 
Mon 20th 1994 Model Railway 
Exhibition ‘post mortem’ & 
draw of raffle Note 21 
Fri 24th Southern Railway 
Modellers Special Interest 
Group Meeting Note 5 
General Club Activities 
Note 4 
Wed 29th General Club Activities 
Note 4 


Programme Notes 


All meetings will be held in the 
Branch’s Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing 
Street, Bayswater (right opposite to 
Paddington Street), unless otherwise 
noted. Moojebing Street runs off Guild- 
ford Road towards the Swan River 
about 50 metres east of the traffic sig- 
nals which are opposite the Cresco fer- 
tiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as 
follows, unless otherwise noted:- 


Sat 25th 


Mondays & Wednesdays: 8.00 pm 
Fridays: 7.30pm Saturdays: 1.30pm 

The Committeeman who is the Duty 
Officer for the meeting will open the 
Clubrooms at least 15 minutes earlier 
than the times specified above. 


Visitors are always welcome - just 


come in and introduce yourself to the 
Duty Officer (ask someone who he is). 
He will make you feel really ’at home’ 
by showing you around the Clubrooms 
(which we know are the best of any 
model railway club in Western Aus- 
tralia and possibly even anywhere else 
in Australia) and by introducing you 
to some of the other members present. 

The fees payable by members at 
each meeting cover some of the general 
operating expenses of the Branch’s 
Clubrooms and entitle members to hot 
refreshment (tea, coffee, Milo) and bis- 
cult. 
Note 2 | 

These ’normal’ meetings of the ’N’ 
scale Special Interest Group are de- 
signed to allow active modellers in ’N’ 
scale to enjoy some running on the 
Branch’s 9mm gauge “West-N-Trak’” 
layout, as well as putting some finish- 
ing touches to it and fine tuning it for 
the 1994 Model Railway Exhibition. 
Note 4 

At these General Club Activities 
meetings, you may use the Branch 
Clubrooms more or less as you wish 
(provided that you do not upset the 
other members!) - you may run your 
own trains on the 16.5mm gauge 
’Haltwhistle’ layout (or, see the Duty 
Officer and get an issue of the Branch’s 
equipment), you.can do much the same 
on the “West-N-Trak” layout (except 
that, as the 1994 Model Railway Exhi- 
bition approaches, there will be fre- 
quent occasions when the layout is out 
of action and volunteers to help get it 
ready for the Exhibition will be wel- 
comed), you can assist with the debug- 


ging and the further development of the 
"O’ seale (with its 16.5mm, 32mm and, 
now, 49mm gauge tracks) ‘Ebford 
Regis” layout, you can help Matthew 
Turner and the other Student Members 
on their new layout, you can browse 
through the mountains of information 
that we have in the Branch Library, you 
can put a videotape in the VCR (and 
sit back and watch ’the show’), you can 
use the Branch’s “Work Station’ for 
that little job that you haven't been able 
to do at home (except that you must 
apply to the Duty Officer for the Issue 
of the Air Brushes and the Lathe Tools 
and accessories) or, if all these activi- 
ties seem a little bit too arduous, you 
can chat away to like minded model 
railway enthusiasts. 
Note 5 | 

Anyone interested in the modelling 
of the Southern Railway, its precursors 
(such as the London, Brighton & South 
Coast Railway, the South Eastern & 
Chatham Railway, the London & South 
Western Railway and others) and its 
successor, British Railways (Southern 


Region) are invited to come along and 


meet ’kindred spirits’. 

Construction has started on an ex- 
hibition layout based on Alton, Hamp- 
shire, so you may be able to offer to 
show off your skills on the alternate 
months when this ree meets else- 
where. 

Note 11 | 

At these ’workshop’ sessions, you 
can try your hand at building a model 
od a WAGR 3’6" gauge goods vehicle in 
’S’ scale (1:64). You can start, under the 
guidance of mentor graham Watson, on 
a fairly simple project, such as a 4 
wheel GC open wagon (or just assem- 
ble a 4 wheel G class open wagon kit). 
When you feel confidant in your skills, 
you can graduate into more complex 
goods wagons, passenger rolling stock 
and steam and diesel which were uti- 
lised on the WAGR’ narrow gauge”’sys- 
tem. 

You can get most of your modelling 
requirements for such activities either 


from “Paddington Market” (styrene 
sheet, MEK, phosphoric acid soldering 


flux, etc) or from the Railwest Models 
salesperson present (North Yard 
wheels and top hat bearings, compen- 


sation units, brass rod of various sizes, 


0.9mm thick lead sheet, etc.). 
There will be modellers at all stages 
of skill and with their models at all 


stages of completion, so you will not be: 


‘out of place’, whatever your skill level. 
Note 15 


A good turn out of members 1s : 
sought to help carry the barricading ~ 


piping, fittings, wooden blocks and 
other odds and ends from the 
Clubrooms and load it all onto the 
truck, as well as preparing the flats’ 


such as the ticket boxes, the ’BP’ | 


screens and the display boards for early 

pick up on the following Friday. 
Subject to the deliberations of the 

’N’ scale Special Interest Group (see 


™!> 
> 


mere Og 


Note 10), there may aiso be the ready- 
ing of the "West-N-Trak” layout for re- 
moval to the Silver Jubilee Pavilion. 
Details of the transportation of this 
layout will be posted on the Clubrooms 
blackboard as soon as possible. 

Note 16 

There's a lot to do in setting up the 
Exinbition, apart from the exhibitors 
bringing along and setting up their dis- 
plays. Transportation and erection of 
the ‘infrastructure’ items, erection of 
the barncading, possible transporta- 
tion of the “West-N-Trak’, transporta- 
tion and erection of the “Ossie Gully” 
U-Dnive layout ....... they’ve all got to 
be done by someone. Volunteer your- 
self for all or part of this day, either at 
the Silver Jubilee Pavilion as an erec- 
tor or at the Clubrooms as a ‘loader 
and carrier (if you have a trailer, it 
could be useful). Activities will start 
early (9am or before at both locations} 
and will carry on until it’s all done. 
hopefully early in the evening. 

Note 17 

Lots of member involvement is 
needed to ‘run’ the Exhibition and we 
hope that all members will be abie to 
heip at some time over the week-end. 
Use the .Roster Form to indicate when 
YOU can. You'll get to see the Exhibi- 
tion for free if you do. Otherwise, if you 
cannot help to run the Exhibition, do 
come along to see it........ vou'll have to 
pay to get in and you might get a bit of 
‘stick’ from those members who are 
heiping to run the Exhibition’ 

Note 18 

Apart from the invoivement de- 
scribed in Note 17 above, there’s the 
need to dismantle the barricading and 
other ‘infrastructure’ equipment and to 
load these things onto whatever trans- 
port we have for removal from the Sil- 
ver Jubilee Pavilion this evening if pos- 
sible. Otherwise, some of us will have 
to come back on the following day and 
we're not too keen on that! So, again, 
lots of help is needed and if you've got 
a trailer, you may be able to assist with 
the transportation. Volunteer yourself 
for ths work (the Roster Form has a 
section for this activity), as many hands 
will make light work! 

Note 19 

The barricading and some of the ‘in- 
frastructure’ equipment will have been 
‘taken home’ on Monday evening by 
members with trucks and trailers and, 
tonight, it will be brought back to the 
Ciubrooms for return to storage 
NEATLY. 

There will also probably be the re- 
erection of parts of the “West-N-Trak™ 
layout and the “Ossie Gully’ layout 
which were taken down to the 
Showgrounds for the Exhibition. 
Note 20 | 

Assuming that your Editor can 
thump enough keys on his word proc- 
essor between the end of the Exhibi- 
tion and today, we'll spend rt —_. 
noon ‘persecuting the paper’ of une 
issue of "THE BRANCHLINE'’. Collat- 


- 


ing, stapling, checking, folding, envel- 
oping, Post Code sorting, etc. ........... 
there’s a job to suit everyone’s talents’ 

And for those who are not able to 
find a job in the paper persecution de- 
partment, there's sure to be some tidy- 
ing up of the Storeroom and other ar- 
eas following the return of the equip- 
ment from the Exhibition and there will 
almost certainly be more to be done in 
getting the “West-N-Trak” layout up 
and running again. 

Note 21 

Tonight, we'll hear how things went 
at the 1994 Modei Railway Exhibition 
and then each member present can of- 
fer constructive comment on what hap- 
pened and how we can improve our 
performance for 1995. We'll never im- 
prove uniess we get feedback from 
members and others. 

There will also be that 1 moment 
when someone suddenly gets $1000 
richer (and twe others get $300 richer 
between them) when the 1994 Raffle 
being conducted by the Branch is 
drawn. 


Accreditation for the 


Lathe 


Members wishing to be accredited 
for use of the Branch’s lathe should ring 
either Bob Hands on 276 9638 or 
George Foster on 390 9665 to 
a mutually acceptable time to visit the 
Clubrooms. Generally, as mentioned in 

“Simon’s Scribblings’ in the last issue, 
Bob is available for weekday evening 
assessments and George is available for 
Saturdays assessments. 

These assessments will only be 
made at General Club Activities meet- 
ings and a minimum of 24 hours notice 

It would be beneficial to know the 
lathe basics, so if the applicant has not 
attended one of the talks given by Bob 
or George, it is suggested that they 
borrow one of the many books in the 
Branch Library on lathe procedures so 
that they can learn the basics. 

When at the Clubrooms, Bob or 
George will supervise or help with the 
setting up and the tool grinding for 
whatever job is to be done - in other 
words, a sort of ‘on the job training’. 
Remember, vou will not learn overnight 
- it takes a lot of time to become 100% 
proficient to get the best out of a lathe. 

When the assessors are satisfied 
that you can be left to your own devices, 
you will be given accreditation for the 


Branch’s lathe. 
George Foster 


The Comings and Goings 
of (British) Model Railway 
ines by Alan Porter 

Ted Thoday wrote to me recently as 
follows: 

“Privately several of us have ex- 
pressed concern at the almost monthly 
release of yet another British magazine 
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on railway modelling topics and the 
possible effect that this would have on 
the existing and, in some cases, long 
established m 

It seems that the first casualty may 
be about to "bite the dust’. I have been 


Se titles. The follow. 
ing is the text of a letter received from 
its publishers, Argus Specialist Publi- 
cations. 
‘28th February 1994 
Unfortunately we have had to tem- 

porarily suspend publication of 

“MODEL RAILWAYS” magazine due to 
adverse market forces and an increase 
in publications on the subject. We are 
currently reviewing the position of 
“MODEL RAILWAYS” and proposed 
changes to improve your magazine. 
This means that the March issue has 
not been despatched to you. 

We apologise for the inconvenience 
and disappointment that this will 
cause. Rest assured that we will notify 
you as to our plans for "MODEL RAIL- 
WAYS" and any effect this suspension 
will have on your subscription by 25th 
March 1994.” 

If "MODEL RAILWAYS” does go 
under, it will be the end of a magazine 
that started over sixty nine years ago, 


in January 1925, as “THE MODEL 
RAILWAY ” by the enterprising 

Feival | , whose publishing 
house included "Model " and 


many related books. “THE MODEL 
RAILWAY NEWS” was not the first 
journal devoted to model railways but 
it was the first to deal exclusively with 
the smaller scales (gauge O %"/ft scale 
and smalier scales) which are now 
thought of as true ‘miniatures’ for in- 
door operation. 

It might seem a bit premature to be 
writing a valediction for "MODEL 
RAILWAYS" but a bit of a history les- 
son might not go astray. 

“THE MODEL RAILWAY NEWS’ 
remained the sole magazine in the Brit- 
ish field until March 1934 when it was 
at by “Model Railway Constructor’. 


Both prosperedin the pre-WWII period 
and both, by some sort of miracles, 
managed to maintain monthly pubh- 


cation during the darkest of the war 
vears. “Railway Modeller’ came along 
in late 1949, and then there were three! 
There was a big, culture change at 
the beginning of 1954, when the title 
was shorn of the definite article ‘the’ 
and the truncated title, "MODEL 
RAILWAY NEWS" then survived until 
August 1971. It then became "MODEL 
RAILWAYS" and apart from a brief flir- 
tation with the title “YO 
RAILWAY” between October 1984 and 
June 1987, this is the title under which 
it has been published in recent years. 
There were a number of changes of 
size and shape of the publication over 
the years, infuriating to those who hke 
to have uniform size bound volumes of 
past issues on their bookshelves, but it 
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has basically been of A4 size for the 
past twenty years. 

It passed the 500 issue mark in 
August 1966, 600 in December 1974, 
700 in April 1983 and 800 in August 
1991. By my calculation, the February 
1994 issue, which might have been its 
last, would have been the 830th! Not a 
bad innings, but, like "Model Railway 
Constructor”, which sédeed pobtication 
in June 1987, it has apparently suf- 
fered from the increased number of 
British model railway magazines now 
appearing on the news-stands and vy- 
ing for impulse buyers and for subscrip- 
tions. Also, the tendency for magazines 
to seek out and satisfy a ’specialist’ 
modelling area has made life difficult 
for middle of the road’ publications. 

Of course, "MODEL RAILWAYS" is 
not the first British railway modelling 
magazine to cease publication. There 
was Model Railway Constructor”, al- 
ready mentioned, in 1987, “Practical 
Model Railways, which first appeared 
in December 1983 lasted until March 

1989, “Mode ins” appeared in Janu- 
ary 1980 and lasted until December 
1983 and then seemed to merge with 
“Scale Trains" which had started off in 
April 1982. The merged “Scale Model 
Trains’ lives on, although in a much 
emaciated state, its circulation having 
fallen so low that it is no longer car- 
ried on the news-stands of the majors 
in Britain such as W.H. Smith and it is 
now only available by subscription. 

There was another ephemeral pub- 
lication, "Model Railway Locomotives", 
which started off in April 1991, lasted 
but three issues and then early in 1992 
became a stapled in section of another 
new one, “Model Railway Collector”, 
which after five issues also seems to 
have vanished completely! 
yj Replacing all these casualties have 
been, in order of publication dates, 
“Mo l O (1985), “Mod- 
eller’s Back Track” (1991), “British 


aay way Modelling’ (1993), “Modelling 
tailways Illustrated” (1993) and 


| ee alway Enthusiast’ (1993). 
“Model Railway Journal”, to which 
the Branch subscribes, is now up to 
Issue No.68. It is published by Wild 
Swan Publications Ltd. and is deliber- 
ately aimed at the ’finescale’ end of the 
railway modelling hobby. Quality 
printed but now looking a bit passe, 
when compared with the newer publi- 
cations, due its monochrome photo- 
graphs. Nevertheless, still a very good 
buy and freely available at most good 
news agencies around Perth. 
“Modeller’s Back Track” is a sister 
publication to the longer running "Back 
Track" with a good standard of paper 
and printing, including many photo- 
graphs in colour. It is produced by At- 
lantic Transport Publishers under the 
editorial guidance of well known au- 
thor David Jenkinson. It does tend to 
have a low proportion of its content di- 


*~ 

rectly applicable to modelling and, in- 
deed, is often difficult to distinguish 
from its sister, “Back Track”. However, 
the most recent issue to hand has a very 
useful article on the trigonometric as- 
pects of designing dioramas. Harry 
Howell, of B.R.M.A. ’fame’ (he was at 
our 1993 Exhibition) is the agent in 
Australia for Atlantic and so far has 
not found a suitable retail outlet in 
Perth for “MBT", although I believe it 
is available from the A.R.H.S. Book- 
shop in Sydney. 

“British Railway Modelling” ap- 
poksed it the tore cate oi 
Perth in mid 1993. It is a very colour- 
ful publication, with almost every pho- 
tograph in the most recent issue being 
in full colour. The publishers (RFWW 
Publications Ltd.) and the editor (David 
Brown) are a bit of an unknown quan- 
tity but it seems to be getting larger 
and more interesting with each issue. 
It is a middle of the road’ modelling 
magazine and might be a threat to 
“Railway Modeller” in due course. How- 
ever, I note that "RM" has ’raised its 
game’ with an improved (?) format and 
copious, but not 100%, use of colour. 

eine Railways Illustrated" is 
quite new, having started off in Sep- 
tember 1993 and even now is only up 
to Issue No.5. It is published by Irwell 
Press, publishers of the somewhat 
longer lived “British Railways Illus- 
trated’ (or "BRILL"). Irwell have been 
successful in coaxing Andy Farquarson 
away from “Model Railways" and Iain 
Rice away from Wild Swan (with whom 
he published six or seven modelling 
handbooks) and the net effect is a very 
good railway modelling magazine. It is 
printed almost entirely in monochrome 
but this does not in any way diminish 
its quality as far as the true modeller 
is concerned. Unlike the shadowy dif- 
ferences between “Back Track” and 
“MBT", “Modelling Railways Illus- 
trated” is quite unlike "BRILL", as it 
is almost entirely given over to model- 
ling matters. Particularly informative 
was a series of three articles by Iain 
Rice, spanning Issues 2 to 4, and cov- 
ering all aspects of routine mainte- 
nance, diagnosis and cure of faults and 
lubrication of motors and gears in 
model railway electric mechanisms. It 
is not yet available in Perth but can be 
obtained by direct subscription or from 
Irwell’s Australian retail outlet, Train 
World Pty. Ltd. of 624 Hawthorn Road, 
East Brighton, Victoria, 3187 (Tel: 03 
596 6342) at $45.00 for six issues, in- 
cluding postage. Peter Sapte brought 
Issue No.2 with him when he visited 
the Branch in November last year and 
it has been decided that the Branch will 
take an annual subscription - Issues 3 
and 4 are awaited and we are trying to 
obtain a copy of Issue No.l. It is a bi- 
monthly publication. as is, incidentally, 
“MBT" (forgot to mention that!) 

The last publication, “Model Rail- 


way Enthusiast” started off in Novem- 
ber 1993, is a monthly publication and 
is freely available in most news agen- 
cles around Perth. It comes from the 
Link House magazine publishing group 
and is edited by one Richard West - both 
are relative unknowns in the railway 
modelling field. Printed on a medium 
quality, semi gloss paper, it has a mod- 
erate amount of colour content but, 
frankly, it seems to me to be aimed at 
the toy train brigade and the collector 
fraternity associated with the railway 
modelling hobby. 

As if all those were not enough, the 
fortnightly publication, “Rail”, has a 
separate “Modelrail" supplement of 16 
to 24 pages with each alternate issue. 
This deals exclusively with ‘modern 
image’ railway modelling - not a steam 
locomotive in sight! The "Modelrail” 
supplement is not available for sepa- 
rate sale. 

There have been occasional model- 
ling supplements issued with other 
‘prototype’ magazines from time to time 
- “Railw lions’ which lasted 
from 1981 to 1985, had four modelling 
supplements in its 28 issues and, just 
recently, "Steam Railway” had a "Model 
Steam” supplement but its purpose 
seemed to be to draw attention to the 
steam outline locomotives available as 
ready-to-run models, just the shot for 
Christmas 1993 presents! 

If""Model Railways" does in fact bite 
the dust’ it will exemplify the evolu- 
tion of differing interests in the rail- 
way modelling arena. It is quite sad- 
dening to see something that has been 
around for longer than most of us reach 
the end of its life but, as the bearded 
one’ says "That’s Life". There appears 
to be two or three healthy babies’ and 
adolescents among the newer model 
railway magazines and this arrival of 
the new/departure of the old is a typi- 
cal evolutionary process. After all, if an 
organism or an organisation does not 
evolve to meet changing circumstances, 
it generally dies - just look at the Dodo 
Bird of Madagascar and the Roman 
Empire: neither evolved and look at 
what happened to them! Perhaps 
“Model Railways" did not evolve suffi- 
ciently to survive! 

Alan Porter 


STOP PRESS 
“Model Railways Update" 

Ted Thoday received a letter on 5th 
April from Argus Specialist Publica- 
tions, publishers of "Model Railways’, 
which said, in part: “....the proposed 
changes to improve “Model Railways” 
magazine are still being researched..... 
we want to ensure the format is just 
right and we are sure you will not mind 
waiting just that bit longer for an even 
bigger and better magazine. 

vious We will let you know as soon as 
possible what the changes are and 
when the next issue will be published. ” 


